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CIL ASEAN News Update

50th Anniversary of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in SEA

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on the Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the
Signing of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia
ASEAN Secretariat, 24 February 2026

Can ASEAN'’s 50-year-old foundational peace treaty hold in a more uncertain world?
Channel News Asia, Leong Wai Kit, Louisa Tang, 24 February 2026

Commentary

Strengthening the Core: Why ASEAN’s Observer Teams Must Evolve for Strateqgic Stability
The Phnom Penh Post, Panhavuth Long, 28 February 2026

Singapore’s Middle-Power Balancing Act
Eurasia Review, Simon Hutagalung, 24 February 2026

Who Owes the Nation? Youth, Gender and Conscription in Southeast Asia
Fulcrum, Evelyn Li Xinruo, 19 February 2026

Asean's role in a new world order
Bangkok Post, Chartsiri Sophonpanich, 16 February 2026

Geopolitics

Drifting through dispute in the South China Sea
East Asia Forum, Carlyle Thayer, 27 February 2026

ASEAN and the Indian Ocean: Bridging the Strategic Gap
RSIS Commentary, Arvind Rajanthran, 26 February 2026

3 Southeast Asian Leaders Arrive in Washington for ‘Board of Peace’ Summit
The Diplomat, 19 February 2026

Why big power rivalry is the ‘main threat’ to Asean maritime security
South China Morning Post, 17 February 2026

Risk and resilience on ASEAN'’s path to regional leadership
East Asia Forum, Abdul Rahman Yaacob, 9 February 2026

Southeast Asia’s domestic political turmoil hobbles ASEAN’s global role
East Asia Forum, 9 February 2026
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https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FINAL-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Statement-on-the-Commemoration-of-the-50th-Anniversary-of-the-Signing-of-the-Treaty-of-Amity-and-Cooperation-in-Southeast-Asia.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FINAL-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Statement-on-the-Commemoration-of-the-50th-Anniversary-of-the-Signing-of-the-Treaty-of-Amity-and-Cooperation-in-Southeast-Asia.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-treaty-amity-cooperation-southeast-asia-mark-50-years-5949361
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/opinion/strengthening-the-core-why-asean-s-observer-teams-must-evolve-for-strategic-stability
https://www.eurasiareview.com/24022026-singapores-middle-power-balancing-act-oped/
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/who-owes-the-nation-youth-gender-and-conscription-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3198145/aseans-role-in-a-new-world-order
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/02/27/drifting-through-dispute-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/asean-and-the-indian-ocean-bridging-the-strategic-gap/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/3-southeast-asian-leaders-arrive-in-washington-for-board-of-peace-summit/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3343748/why-big-power-rivalry-main-threat-asean-maritime-security
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/02/09/risk-and-resilience-on-aseans-path-to-regional-leadership/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/02/09/southeast-asias-domestic-political-turmoil-hobbles-aseans-global-role/
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Asean chair faces formidable challenges
Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 3 February 2026

Trump's economic weaponization hurts ASEAN as free trade hub
Nikkei Asian Review, Toru Takahashi, 1 February 2026

Myanmar

ASEAN considering long-term Myanmar envoy, says Philippine minister
Nikkei Asian Review, 27 February 2026

Commentary: Myanmar and Timor-Leste quarrel calls ASEAN’s conventional wisdom into

question
Channel News Asia, Susannah Patton, 26 February 2026

Back Int'| Efforts to Bring Myanmar Junta to Justice, ASEAN Urged
The Irrawaddy, Myo Pyae 25 February 2026

Timor-Leste’s Case Against Myanmar: A Question of Priorities
The Diplomat, Teh Lip Li, 23 February 2026

Thailand Wants to Bring Myanmar Back Into ASEAN, Foreign Minister Says
The Diplomat, 19 February 2026

To recognise or not? Behind ASEAN'’s lack of consensus on the Myanmar polls
The Straits Times, Sharon See and Kalicharan Veera Singam, 16 February 2026

East Timor triggers Asean first, accuses Myanmar of war crimes
South China Morning Post, 16 February 2026

Beyond Non-Recognition: Myanmar’s Elections Leave ASEAN In a Bind
Fulcrum, Sharon Seah, 11 February 2026

External Relations

New ASEAN—-Korea Initiative advances Timor-Leste’s Economic Integration
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 February 2026
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https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3189040/asean-chair-faces-formidable-challenges
https://asia.nikkei.com/spotlight/comment/trump-s-economic-weaponization-hurts-asean-as-free-trade-hub
https://asia.nikkei.com/editor-s-picks/interview/asean-considering-long-term-myanmar-envoy-says-philippine-minister
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/commentary/timor-leste-asean-myanmar-crisis-legal-case-war-crime-5949281
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/commentary/timor-leste-asean-myanmar-crisis-legal-case-war-crime-5949281
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/back-intl-efforts-to-bring-myanmar-junta-to-justice-asean-urged.html
https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/timor-lestes-case-against-myanmar-a-question-of-priorities/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/thailand-wants-to-bring-myanmar-back-into-asean-foreign-minister-says/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/to-recognise-or-not-behind-aseans-lack-of-consensus-on-the-myanmar-polls
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3343753/east-timor-triggers-asean-first-accuses-myanmar-war-crimes
https://fulcrum.sg/beyond-non-recognition-myanmars-elections-leave-asean-in-a-bind/
https://asean.org/new-asean-korea-initiative-advances-timor-lestes-economic-integration/
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China, ASEAN, and Beyond: The UK Strategy for the Indo-Pacific
The Diplomat, Seema Malhotra, 23 February 2026

Building Asean ties puts Hong Kong on path to long-term growth
South China Morning Post, Daryl Ng, 20 February 2026

ASEAN and Canada Accelerate FTA Talks, Target Completion by 2026
The Nation, 19 February 2026

ASEAN and India reinforce Comprehensive Strategic Partnership priorities
ASEAN Secretariat News, 13 February 2026

Ambassador urges ‘shared prosperity’ in China-Asean ties amid growing protectionism
South China Morning Post, 10 February 2026

Energy, Climate Change

ASEAN’s power grid: The next investable infrastructure opportunity
The Jakarta Post, Satvinder Singh, 26 February 2026

Vietnam strengthens ASEAN-IAEA coordination on global nuclear issues
Voice of Vietnam, 26 February 2026

Natural Gas in the New ASEAN Petroleum Security Framework: Why It Matters and What
Comes Next
ASEAN Centre for Energy, Dania Paramita et al., 23 February 2026

Aligning Climate and Food Security Policies in ASEAN
Fulcrum, Paul Teng, 23 February 2026

ASEAN dialogue elevates children’s voices as climate crisis deepens social risks
The Phnom Penh Post, 13 February 2026

Technology, Cybersecurity

How Prepared Are ASEAN’s Education Systems for an Al-Driven Future?
(Fireside Discussion Summary)
Tech for Good Institute, 27 February 2026

“What is Shaping Artificial Intelligence (Al) Governance Policies in Southeast Asia?
ISEAS Perspective, Kristina Fong, 23 February 2026
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https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/china-asean-and-beyond-the-uk-strategy-for-the-indo-pacific/
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/hong-kong-opinion/article/3343896/building-asean-ties-puts-hong-kong-path-long-term-growth
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/trade/40062722
https://asean.org/the-26th-meeting-of-asean-india-joint-cooperation-committee-convenes-at-asean-headquarters-asean-secretariat/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3343107/envoy-urges-shared-prosperity-china-asean-ties-amid-growing-protectionism
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/02/26/aseans-power-grid-the-next-investable-infrastructure-opportunity.html
https://english.vov.vn/en/politics/vietnam-strengthens-asean-iaea-coordination-on-global-nuclear-issues-post1271286.vov
https://aseanenergy.org/publications/natural-gas-in-the-new-asean-petroleum-security-framework-why-it-matters-and-what-comes-next
https://aseanenergy.org/publications/natural-gas-in-the-new-asean-petroleum-security-framework-why-it-matters-and-what-comes-next
https://fulcrum.sg/aligning-climate-and-food-security-policies-in-asean/
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/asean-dialogue-elevates-children-s-voices-as-climate-crisis-deepens-social-risks
https://techforgoodinstitute.org/events/event-highlights/how-prepared-are-aseans-education-systems-for-an-ai-driven-future/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2025-13-what-is-shaping-artificial-intelligence-ai-governance-policies-in-southeast-asia-by-kristina-fong/
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What ASEAN Governments Can Learn from the Russian State-Backed Attacks on Amazon
Web Services
Fulcrum, Surachanee Sriyai, 9 February 2026

Disaster Management

ASEAN Disaster Management Reference Handbook - February 2026
Center for Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, 12 February 2026

ASEAN Economic Community

As great powers hedge their bets, Asean needs pragmatism and integration to drive growth:
ADB
Business Times Singapore, 26 February 2026

16 Years On, ACFTA Widens Indonesia-China Trade Imbalance
The Diplomat, Fajar Hidayat, 26 February 2026

How Timor-Leste Uses Tourism to Cement Ilts ASEAN Role
The Geopolitics, Nikola Mikovic, 25 February 2026

Asean must focus on business, people
The Manila Times, 19 February 2026

Cambodia-ASEAN Business Summit looks to improve investment environment
The Phnom Penh Post, 17 February 2026
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https://fulcrum.sg/what-asean-governments-can-learn-from-the-russian-state-backed-attacks-on-amazon-web-services/
https://fulcrum.sg/what-asean-governments-can-learn-from-the-russian-state-backed-attacks-on-amazon-web-services/
https://reliefweb.int/report/timor-leste/asean-disaster-management-reference-handbook-february-2026
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/great-powers-hedge-their-bets-asean-needs-pragmatism-and-integration-drive-growth-adb
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/great-powers-hedge-their-bets-asean-needs-pragmatism-and-integration-drive-growth-adb
https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/16-years-on-acfta-widens-indonesia-china-trade-imbalance/
https://thegeopolitics.com/how-timor-leste-uses-tourism-to-cement-its-asean-role/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/02/19/news/national/asean-must-focus-on-business-people/2280538
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/business/cambodia-asean-business-summit-looks-to-improve-investment-environment
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