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Middle East Conflict/Energy Crisis 
Hormuz energy shock rattles economies across ASEAN markets 
The Nation, 31 March 2026 
 
The silent engines of Asean realism 
Bangkok Post, Imran Khalid, 30 March 2026 
 
Philippines to host ‘barebones’ ASEAN Summit, focus on oil crisis response  
Rappler, 27 March 2026 
 
Securing ASEAN’s Food Resilience Amidst the Middle East Conflict 
RSIS Commentary, Jose Ma. Luis P. Montesclaros, Kayven Tan, Mely Caballero-Anthony, 
20 March 2026 
 
In Southeast Asia, the Scramble for Energy Is On 
The Diplomat, 20 March 2026 
 
Shock and Resilience: ASEAN+3 and the Conflict in the Middle East 
AMRO, 13 March 2026 
 
Time for emergency ASEAN Plus Three summit 
The Jakarta Post, Rizal Sukma, Muhammad Habib, 9 March 2026 
 
ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE) on the situation in the Middle East and the impact on 
ASEAN energy security 
ASEAN Centre for Energy, 9 March 2026 
 
How the Iran Conflict Should Change Energy, Supply Chain, and Market Entry Planning 
in ASEAN 
ASEAN Briefing, 4 March 2026 
 
ASEAN Chair’s Statement on the Outcomes of the Special ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting on the Situation in the Middle East 
ASEAN Secretariat, 4 March 2026 
 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on the Situation in the Middle East 
ASEAN Secretariat, 4 March 2026 
 

https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40064475
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3226583/the-silent-engines-of-asean-realism
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/barebones-asean-summit-cebu-may-2026/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/securing-aseans-food-resilience-amidst-the-middle-east-conflict/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/in-southeast-asia-the-scramble-for-energy-is-on/
https://amro-asia.org/shock-and-resilience-asean3-and-the-conflict-in-the-middle-east
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/03/09/time-for-emergency-asean-plus-three-summit.html
https://www.aseanenergy.org/articles/asean-centre-for-energy-ace-on-the-situation-in-the-middle-east-and-the-impact-on-asean-energy-security
https://www.aseanenergy.org/articles/asean-centre-for-energy-ace-on-the-situation-in-the-middle-east-and-the-impact-on-asean-energy-security
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/how-the-iran-conflict-should-change-energy-supply-chain-and-market-entry-planning-in-asean/
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/how-the-iran-conflict-should-change-energy-supply-chain-and-market-entry-planning-in-asean/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Outcomes-of-the-Special-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-on-the-Situation-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Outcomes-of-the-Special-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-on-the-Situation-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/1-page-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Statement-on-the-Situation-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
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ASEAN Energy Cooperation 
Are Electric Vehicles a Green Window of Opportunity for ASEAN countries? 
Fulcrum, Martin Schröder, 23 March 2026 
 
Science Talk: Decarbonisation no longer a trade-off but a security, economic imperative 
for ASEAN 
The Straits Times, Lisa Sachs and Bradford Willis, 16 March 2026 
 
Asean states to bolster energy cooperation 
Bangkok Post, 16 March 2026 
 
Stalling ASEAN renewables leave gap for Japan's fossil fuel tech push 
Nikkei Asia, Sayumi Take, 13 March 2026 
 
Financing the ASEAN Power Grid 
International Energy Agency, 10 March 2026 

Commentary  
Geoeconomic headwinds fracture ASEAN neutrality 
Jakarta Post, Arrizal Jaknanihan, 27 March 2026 
 
ASEAN at 60: Why the region needs a visionary secretary-general 
Jakarta Post, John Blaxland and Noor Huda Ismail, 16 March 2026 
 
Navigating Our Future Together? The Philippine Chairmanship in a Year of Strategic 
Tension 
Fulcrum, Joanne Lin, Aries A. Arugay, 6 March 2026 
 
After 50 years ASEAN's peace treaty needs new teeth 
The Jakarta Post, Dewi Fortuna Anwar, 5 March 2026 
 
The case for a long-term ASEAN envoy on Myanmar 
The Jakarta Post, Yuyun Wahyuningrum, 4 March 2026 
 

https://fulcrum.sg/are-electric-vehicles-a-green-window-of-opportunity-for-asean-countries/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/decarbonisation-is-no-longer-a-trade-off-but-a-security-and-economic-imperative-for-asean
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/decarbonisation-is-no-longer-a-trade-off-but-a-security-and-economic-imperative-for-asean
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3217289/asean-states-to-bolster-energy-cooperation
https://asia.nikkei.com/spotlight/policy-asia/stalling-asean-renewables-leave-gap-for-japan-s-fossil-fuel-tech-push
https://www.iea.org/reports/financing-the-asean-power-grid
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/03/27/geoeconomic-headwinds-fracture-asean-neutrality.html.
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/03/16/asean-at-60-why-the-region-needs-a-visionary-secretary-general.html
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/navigating-our-future-together-the-philippine-chairmanship-in-a-year-of-strategic-tension/
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/navigating-our-future-together-the-philippine-chairmanship-in-a-year-of-strategic-tension/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/03/05/after-50-years-aseans-peace-treaty-needs-new-teeth.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/03/04/the-case-for-a-long-term-asean-envoy-on-myanmar.html
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Geopolitics/Geoeconomics 
Facing Section 301, ASEAN must reform systems 
The Jakarta Post, Seiya Sukagawa, 30 March 2026 
 
ASEAN’s Geoeconomic Turn is Real- But Its Institutions are still too Weak 
Modern Diplomacy, Armando Gomes, 20 March 2026 
 
Adapting the ASEAN Geoeconomics Task Force: From Assessment to Action 
RSIS Commentary, Gordon Kang Yu Xuan, 18 March 2026 
 
Moving Up, Locked In: The Hidden Costs of ASEAN’s Semiconductor Push 
The Diplomat, Han-Wei Liu, 12 March 2026 
 
From Iran to Jakarta: ASEAN has to rethink dependence on foreign capital 
Nikkei Asia, Steven Dean, 9 March 2026 
 
ASEAN’s real strength lies in strategic ambiguity 
Modern Diplomacy, Hiba Malik, 4 March 2026 
 
Southeast Asia and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation: Edging Closer in an Era of 
Geopolitical Churn 
ISEAS Perspective, Ian Storey, 3 March 2026 

External Relations 
ASEAN and China reinforce commitment to deepening comprehensive strategic 
partnership 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 30 March 2026 
 
ASEAN and the ROK continue to advance Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 11 March 2026 
 
Enhancing ASEAN–EU Cooperation on Subsea Cable Security 
Fulcrum, Barbora Valockova, 9 March 2026 
 
Can Russia 'rise' again in Asean? 
Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 3 March 2026 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/03/30/facing-section-301-asean-must-reform-systems.html
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2026/03/20/aseans-geoeconomic-turn-is-real-but-its-institutions-are-still-too-weak/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/adapting-the-asean-geoeconomics-task-force-from-assessment-to-action/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/moving-up-locked-in-the-hidden-costs-of-aseans-semiconductor-push/
https://asia.nikkei.com/opinion/from-iran-to-jakarta-asean-has-to-rethink-dependence-on-foreign-capital
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2026/03/04/aseans-real-strength-lies-in-strategic-ambiguity/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2026-15-southeast-asia-and-the-shanghai-cooperation-organisation-edging-closer-in-an-era-of-geopolitical-churn-by-ian-storey/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2026-15-southeast-asia-and-the-shanghai-cooperation-organisation-edging-closer-in-an-era-of-geopolitical-churn-by-ian-storey/
https://asean.org/asean-and-china-reinforce-commitment-to-deepening-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://asean.org/asean-and-china-reinforce-commitment-to-deepening-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://asean.org/asean-and-the-rok-continue-to-advance-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://fulcrum.sg/enhancing-asean-eu-cooperation-on-subsea-cable-security/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3208649/can-russia-rise-again-in-asean
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Technology, Digital Economy 
Japan backs ASEAN’s needs-driven AI development initiative 
The Nation, 30 March 2026 
 
From Speculation to Disclosure: Steering Crypto to Create Value in Southeast Asia 
Fulcrum, David Lam, 17 March 2026 
 
What is Shaping Artificial Intelligence (AI) Governance Policies in Southeast Asia? 
Fulcrum, Kristina Fong Siew Leng, 13 March 2026 
 
ASEAN’s Pathway Toward DEFA: Signing and Implementation 
US-ASEAN Business Council, Reihan Ihza Farial et al., 5 March 2026 

Disaster Management 
Asean bets on new framework to remedy ‘uneven’ disaster response 
South China Morning Post, Sam Beltran, 18 March 2026 

35th ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Council 
● Joint Statement of the Thirty-Fifth ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) 

Council 
● ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Council Charts Strategic Directions Toward an 

Inclusive, Future-Ready and People-Centred ASEAN 

ASEAN Economic Community 
An Upgraded ATIGA and the Impact of the Collapse of Thailand Plus One 
The Diplomat, Sukegawa Seiya, 30 March 2026 
 
Amid trade uncertainties and unilateralism, give RCEP a chance 
The Jakarta Post, Julia Tijaja and Rania Teguh, 27 March 2026 
 
  

https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/news/world/40064459
https://fulcrum.sg/from-speculation-to-disclosure-steering-crypto-to-create-value-in-southeast-asia/
https://fulcrum.sg/what-is-shaping-artificial-intelligence-ai-governance-policies-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.usasean.org/article/aseans-pathway-toward-defa-signing-and-implementation
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3346934/asean-bets-new-framework-remedy-uneven-disaster-response
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/DOC-20260308-WA0001.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/DOC-20260308-WA0001.pdf
https://asean.org/asean-socio-cultural-community-council-charts-strategic-directions-toward-an-inclusive-future-ready-and-people-centred-asean/
https://asean.org/asean-socio-cultural-community-council-charts-strategic-directions-toward-an-inclusive-future-ready-and-people-centred-asean/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/an-upgraded-atiga-and-the-impact-of-the-collapse-of-thailand-plus-one/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/03/27/amid-trade-uncertainties-and-unilateralism-give-rcep-a-chance.html
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Joint Statement of the ASEAN Economic Ministers on Strengthening ASEAN’s Economic 
Resilience in Response to Recent Global Economic and Geopolitical Developments 
ASEAN Secretariat, 13 March 2026 
 
ASEAN economic ministers look to deepen integration as Iran war toll mounts 
Nikkei Asia, 13 March 2026 
 
ASEAN Services Liberalisation: Big Promises, Modest Progress 
Fulcrum, Tham Siew Yean, 13 March 2026 
 
ADB to Step Up Support for ASEAN as Strategic Financing and Advisory Partner 
Asian Development Bank, 13 March 2026 
 
78th IAI Task Force Meeting convenes, ASEAN reaffirms Commitment to Narrowing 
Development Gaps 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 12 March 2026 
 
Pessimism and optimism clash in Asean’s consumer landscape 
The Edge Singapore, Aditi Bathia, Jasmine Yeo, 6 March 2026 
 
The exposed and the sheltered: How Section 122 tariffs divide ASEAN 
Hinrich Foundation, Simon J. Evenett, 3 March 2026 
 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/05.1-AEMR-32-Joint-Statement-AEM-on-Strengthening-ASEANs-Economic-Resilience-Adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/05.1-AEMR-32-Joint-Statement-AEM-on-Strengthening-ASEANs-Economic-Resilience-Adopted.pdf
https://asia.nikkei.com/spotlight/iran-tensions/asean-economic-ministers-look-to-deepen-integration-as-iran-war-toll-mounts
https://fulcrum.sg/asean-services-liberalisation-big-promises-modest-progress/
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-step-support-asean-strategic-financing-and-advisory-partner
https://asean.org/78th-iai-task-force-meeting-convenes-asean-reaffirms-commitment-to-narrowing-development-gaps/
https://asean.org/78th-iai-task-force-meeting-convenes-asean-reaffirms-commitment-to-narrowing-development-gaps/
https://www.theedgesingapore.com/views/asean/pessimism-and-optimism-clash-aseans-consumer-landscape
https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/article/trade-governance/how-section-122-tariffs-divide-asean
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