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State of Southeast Asia Survey 2026 
The State of Southeast Asia 2026 Survey Report 
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Joanne Lin et al., April 2026 
 
ASEAN in 2026: Great Expectations, Limited Effectiveness 
Fulcrum, Melinda Martinus and Indira Zahra Aridati, 27 April 2026 
 
Amid the Geostrategic Uncertainties, Firms Need the Reassurance of Business Continuity 
Fulcrum, Kristina Fong Siew Leng, 10 April 2026 
 
ASEAN criticised as too slow in Thai-Cambodia border crisis 
The Nation, 8 April 2026 
 
A Harder Balance to Keep in Southeast Asia 
Fulcrum, Joanne Lin, 7 April 2026 
 
ASEAN survey finds growing doubts over US on trade and security 
Nikkei Asian Review, 7 April 2026 

Special ASEAN Energy Ministers Meeting 
Joint Statement of the Special ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting on the Latest Situation in 
the Middle East 
ASEAN Secretariat, 27 April 2026 
 
ASEAN ministers pledge to safeguard regional energy security amid Middle East tensions 
Channel News Asia, 27 April 2026 

Middle East Conflict, Energy Crisis 
ASEAN inflation: Vietnam and Philippines hit hardest by Iran war 
Nikkei Asian Review, Kentaro Takeda and Dylan Loh, 23 April 2026 
 
BRICS and the Persian Gulf Crisis: Lessons for ASEAN’s Strategic Coherence? 
RSIS Commentary, Nazia Hussain, 22 April 2026 
 
Iran War Impact On ASEAN Economies And Geopolitics – OpEd 
Eurasia Review, Lim Teck Ghee, 20 April 2026 
 
The War Against Iran and the Fragility of Southeast Asia’s Energy Responses 
Fulcrum, Elbinsar Purba, 15 April 2026 
 

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/State-of-Southeast-Asia-2026-Survey-Final.pdf
https://fulcrum.sg/asean-in-2026-great-expectations-limited-effectiveness/
https://fulcrum.sg/amid-the-geostrategic-uncertainties-firms-need-the-reassurance-of-business-continuity/
https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/news/world/40064830
https://fulcrum.sg/a-harder-balance-to-keep-in-southeast-asia/
https://asia.nikkei.com/politics/international-relations/asean-survey-finds-growing-doubts-over-us-on-trade-and-security
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Adopted-Joint-Statement-of-the-Special-ASEAN-Ministers-on-Energy-Meeting-AMEM-on-the-Latest-Situation-in-the-Middle-East-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Adopted-Joint-Statement-of-the-Special-ASEAN-Ministers-on-Energy-Meeting-AMEM-on-the-Latest-Situation-in-the-Middle-East-1.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-regional-energy-security-middle-east-6083446
https://asia.nikkei.com/economy/inflation/asean-inflation-vietnam-and-philippines-hit-hardest-by-iran-war
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/brics-and-the-persian-gulf-crisis-lessons-for-aseans-strategic-coherence/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/20042026-iran-war-impact-on-asean-economies-and-geopolitics-oped/
https://fulcrum.sg/the-war-against-iran-and-the-fragility-of-southeast-asias-energy-responses/
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ASEAN Chair’s Statement on the Outcomes of the Second Special ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting on the Situation in the Middle East 
ASEAN Secretariat, 14 April 2026 
 
When War Hits the Poor Hardest: What Needs to be Done 
Fulcrum, Jayant Menon, 13 April 2026 
 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on the Developments in the Middle East 
ASEAN Secretariat, 13 April 2026 
 
Asean financial leaders voice concern about Middle East tensions and trade threats 
Business Times Singapore, 10 April 2026 
 
The Iran War, ASEAN and Global Supply Chains (Audio Podcast) 
The Diplomat, Chris Catto-Smith, 9 April 2026 
 
Asean banks face climate pressure 
Bangkok Post, Rachel Ho, 8 April 2026 
 
Why Asean neutrality in Iran war is key to unlocking Strait of Hormuz 
South China Morning Post, Maria Siow, 2 April 2026 

ASEAN Power Grid, Carbon Markets 
Navigating the complexities of carbon markets policy in ASEAN: challenges and opportunities 
Environment, Development and Sustainability, Sapto Hermawan et al., April 2026 
 
Plugging into Reality: The ASEAN Power Grid 
The Diplomat, Syahpati Alfatarah, 17 April 2026 
 
Building the ASEAN Power Grid means building institutions 
East Asia Forum, Renard Siew, 13 April 2026 
 
ADB Launches New Trust Fund to Accelerate Progress on ASEAN Power Grid 
Asian Development Bank, 7 April 2026 

Commentary 
ASEAN’s Unwanted Conflict: Thailand-Cambodia Border Hostilities in 2025 (Open access for 
limited period) 
National Bureau of Asian Research, Roundtable in Asia Policy, 29 April 2026 
 
The Norm That Protects Scammers: ASEAN’s Non-Interference in the Mekong 
Geopolitical Monitor, Linn Thit Htoo, 28 April 2026 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Outcomes-of-the-Second-Special-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-on-the-Situation-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Outcomes-of-the-Second-Special-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-on-the-Situation-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
https://fulcrum.sg/when-war-hits-the-poor-hardest-what-needs-to-be-done/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/FINAL-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Statement-on-the-Developments-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/asean/asean-financial-leaders-voice-concern-about-middle-east-tensions-and-trade-threats
https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/the-iran-war-asean-and-global-supply-chains/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3232833/asean-banks-face-climate-pressure
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3348759/why-asean-neutrality-iran-war-key-unlocking-strait-hormuz
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10668-024-05268-z
https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/plugging-into-reality-the-asean-power-grid/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/04/13/building-the-asean-power-grid-means-building-institutions/
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-new-trust-fund-accelerate-progress-asean-power-grid
https://www.nbr.org/wp-content/uploads/pdfs/publications/asiapolicy21-2_thailand-cambodia_rt_apr2026.pdf
https://www.nbr.org/wp-content/uploads/pdfs/publications/asiapolicy21-2_thailand-cambodia_rt_apr2026.pdf
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-norm-that-protects-scammers-aseans-non-interference-in-the-mekong/
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Geopolitics 
Will Asean’s scramble for Russian oil fuel shift in regional alliances? 
South China Morning Post, Sam Beltran, 28 April 2026 
 
Philippines pushes for South China Sea code by year end: ‘we owe it to the world’ 
South China Morning Post, 24 April 2026 
 
The South China sea code as a test of ASEAN’s agency 
9 Dash Line, Aniello Iannone, 15 April 2026 
 
Sino-Japan Spat: Triple Dilemma Needs Trust-Building ASEAN Response 
Fulcrum, William Choong and Kei Koga, 10 April 2026 

Myanmar 
EU Extends Sanctions Against Myanmar, Citing ‘Continuing Grave Situation’ 
The Diplomat, 28 April 2026 
 
ASEAN Chair’s Statement on the Release of Prisoners in Myanmar 
ASEAN Secretariat, 24 April 2026 
 
The Myanmar Crisis and the Challenge of Maintaining ASEAN Consensus 
Fulcrum, Jael Tan, 23 April 2026 
 
Myanmar’s new president sees challenges ahead, eyes ASEAN detente 
The Straits Times, 10 April 2026 
 
Bridge to nowhere (on Thailand being a ‘bridge’ between Myanmar and ASEAN) 
Bangkok Post, 7 April 2026 
 
Min Aung Hlaing elected Myanmar president despite international criticism 
Nikkei Asian Review, 3 April 2026 

ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community 
A Plan for Inclusive Peace in Chaotic Times: ASEAN’s Regional Framework for Women, Peace 
and Security 
RSIS Commentary, Tamara Nair, 29 April 2026 
 
Manila-ASPECT and ASEAN Disaster Governance: Can ASEAN Act Faster? 
RSIS IDSS Papers, Keith Paolo Catibog Landicho, 15 April 2026 

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3351613/will-aseans-scramble-russian-oil-fuel-shift-regional-alliances
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3351289/philippines-pushes-south-china-sea-code-year-end-we-owe-it-world
https://www.9dashline.com/article/the-south-china-sea-code-as-a-test-of-aseans-agency
https://fulcrum.sg/sino-japan-spat-triple-dilemma-needs-trust-building-asean-response/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/eu-extends-sanctions-against-myanmar-citing-continuing-grave-situation/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Release-of-Prisoners-in-Myanmar.pdf
https://fulcrum.sg/the-myanmar-crisis-and-the-challenge-of-maintaining-asean-consensus/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-president-says-many-challenges-ahead-seeks-to-normalise-asean-ties
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3231990/bridge-to-nowhere
https://asia.nikkei.com/spotlight/myanmar-crisis/min-aung-hlaing-elected-myanmar-president-despite-international-criticism
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/a-plan-for-inclusive-peace-in-chaotic-times-aseans-regional-framework-for-women-peace-and-security/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/a-plan-for-inclusive-peace-in-chaotic-times-aseans-regional-framework-for-women-peace-and-security/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/idss/ip26060-manila-aspect-and-asean-disaster-governance-can-asean-act-faster/
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External Relations 
Joint Ministerial Statement of the 25th ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 28 April 2026 
 
ASEAN’s Trade With Europe: The Costs and Trials of Doing Business (Interview with Chris 
Humphrey) 
The Diplomat, 28 April 2026 
 
Japan unveils US$10bn support package to help ASEAN secure oil 
The Nation, 15 April 2026 
 
Japan-ASEAN’s vision for “Co-Creating” AI 
Fulcrum, Angeline Tan and Kei Koga, 14 April 2026 
 
ASEAN’s Gulf ties put diversification to the test 
East Asia Forum, Jaideep Singh, 10 April 2026 
 
Why the United Kingdom and ASEAN must advance together 
The Jakarta Post, Helen Fazey, 4 April 2026 

ASEAN Economic Community 
ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry Statement on Safeguarding Food Security and 
Agricultural Supply Chains Amid Global Uncertainties 
ASEAN Secretariat, 29 April 2026 
 
Rethinking Economic Integration as a Strategic Hedge 
Fulcrum, Kristina Fong Siew Leng, 29 April 2026 
 
Strengthening Asean’s economic resilience through RCEP’s 2027 review 
Business Times Singapore, Banh Thi Hang, 21 April 2026 
 
ASEAN’s Rules of Origin Need a Rethink 
The Diplomat, Sukegawa Seiya, 21 April 2026 
 
ASEAN’s Economic Agenda: Towards Greater Strategic Agency? 
RSIS Commentary, Nazia Hussain, 14 April 2026 
 
Joint Statement of the Thirteenth ASEAN Finance Ministers’ and Central Bank Governors’ 
Meeting 
ASEAN Secretariat, 10 April 2026 
 
  

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Finalised-25th-AEMM-JMS-25-April-2026.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/aseans-trade-with-europe-the-costs-and-trials-of-doing-business/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/world/40065093
https://fulcrum.sg/japan-aseans-vision-for-co-creating-ai/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/04/10/aseans-gulf-ties-put-diversification-to-the-test/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/04/04/why-the-united-kingdom-and-asean-must-advance-together.html
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/AMAF-Statement-on-Safeguarding-Food-Security-and-Agricultural-Supply-Chains-Amid-Global-Uncertainties-Adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/AMAF-Statement-on-Safeguarding-Food-Security-and-Agricultural-Supply-Chains-Amid-Global-Uncertainties-Adopted.pdf
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/rethinking-economic-integration-as-a-strategic-hedge/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/strengthening-aseans-economic-resilience-through-rceps-2027-review?ref=pulse
https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/aseans-rules-of-origin-need-a-rethink/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/co26079/'
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/13th-AFMGM-JS_Adopted_20260410.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/13th-AFMGM-JS_Adopted_20260410.pdf
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Southeast Asian Economies’ Growth to Slow in 2026, World Bank Says 
The Diplomat, 9 April 2026 
 
ASEAN+3 growth may hit 4-year low if Iran war drags on: economist 
Nikkei Asian Review, 6 April 2026 
 
ASEAN+3 Regional Economic Outlook 2026 
AMRO, 6 April 2026 

● ASEAN+3 Confronts Severe Energy Shock from a Position of Strength 
○ Chapter 1: Macroeconomic Prospects and Challenges 
○ Chapter 2: A More Regionally Anchored ASEAN+3: The Transformation of 

Economic Linkages 
 

https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/southeast-asian-economies-growth-to-slow-in-2026-world-bank-says/
https://asia.nikkei.com/economy/asean-3-growth-may-hit-4-year-low-if-iran-war-drags-on-economist
https://amro-asia.org/asean3-regional-economic-outlook-2026/
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