A

CIL | ASEAN News Update

CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW
National University of Singapore

ASEAN News Update May 2026

Table of Contents (click to access sections)

48th ASEAN Summit, Related Meetings (7-8 May 2026)
Statements/Instruments
News

Middle East Conflict/Oil Crisis

Commentary

Geopolitics

Myanmar

External Relations

Environment/Energy

Digital

Human Rights

ASEAN Economic Community



T T 4
Vg “x
s N
/ |

L | CILASEAN News Update

48th ASEAN Summit, Related Meetings (7-8 May 2026)

Statements/Instruments

Chair’s Statement of the 48th ASEAN Summit

Cebu Protocol to Amend the Charter of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on Maritime Cooperation

ASEAN Leaders’ Statement on the Response to the Middle East Crisis

ASEAN Leaders’ Statement on the ASEAN Convergence on Disaster Response: The
ASEAN Strategic Protocol for Emergency and Comprehensive Transformation
(ASPECT) Framework

e The ASEAN Declaration on the Empowerment of Youth in Climate Action and Disaster
Resilience

News

Timor-Leste Wants to Chair ASEAN in 2029
Jakarta Globe, 12 May 2026

Strategic Autonomy and Economic Might: The Key Takeaways from the 48th ASEAN Summit
The Nation, Nongluck Ajanapanya, 11 May 2026

ASEAN'’s proposed resilience measures must go into ‘full gear’, but domestic priorities a
stumbling block
Channel News Asia, Aqil Hazig Mahmud, 11 May 2026

ASEAN Leaders Call For Middle East Calm, Reopening of Strait of Hormuz
The Diplomat, 11 May 2026

Thailand, Cambodia pledge to forge lasting peace at Asean meet after border clashes
South China Morning Post, 8 May 2026

Middle East Conflict/Oil Crisis

ASEAN manufacturers shed jobs as Iran war impact deepens
Nikkei Asian Review, 22 May 2026

ASEAN Requlators Call for Faster Liberalisation and Green Transition to Weather Aviation
Crisis
The Nation, 14 May 2026

How ASEAN+3 Financial Markets Are Weathering the Middle East Energy Shock
AMRO Asia, Dong He, 14 May 2026
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https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/FINAL-Chairs-Statement-of-the-48th-ASEAN-Summit-as-of-09-May-2026-1200H.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Adopted-Cebu-Protocol-to-Amend-the-Charter-of-the-Association-of-Southeast-Asian-Nations.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/FINAL-ASEAN-Leaders-Declaration-on-Maritime-Cooperation.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/ASEAN-Leaders-Statement-on-the-Response-to-the-Middle-East-Crisis.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Leaders_-Statement-ASPECT-Framework_Endorsed-by-AMMDM.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Leaders_-Statement-ASPECT-Framework_Endorsed-by-AMMDM.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Leaders_-Statement-ASPECT-Framework_Endorsed-by-AMMDM.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Declaration-on-Empowerment-of-Youth-in-Climate-Action-and-Disaster-Resilience_final-002.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Declaration-on-Empowerment-of-Youth-in-Climate-Action-and-Disaster-Resilience_final-002.pdf
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/timorleste-wants-to-chair-asean-in-2029
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40066079
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-fuel-stockpile-food-security-domestic-priority-6111996
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-fuel-stockpile-food-security-domestic-priority-6111996
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/asean-leaders-call-for-middle-east-calm-reopening-of-strait-of-hormuz/
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3352802/thailand-cambodia-pledge-forge-lasting-peace-asean-meet-after-border-clashes
https://asia.nikkei.com/economy/asean-manufacturers-shed-jobs-as-iran-war-impact-deepens
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40066186
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40066186
https://amro-asia.org/how-asean3-financial-markets-are-weathering-the-middle-east-energy-shock
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Indonesia proposes hosting ASEAN oil storage hub to boost regional reserves
Channel News Asia, 12 May 2026

Will the Iran War Finally Spur ASEAN into Collective Action on Energy Security?
RSIS Commentary, Ong Keng Yong, 7 May 2026

ASEAN states boost oil imports from Brunei, Libya and US
Nikkei Asian Review, 4 May 2025

Commentary

The Lure and Lore of Southeast Asia: Understanding the Dynamics of Soft Power
Fulcrum, Irna Nurlina, 28 May 2026

Who is likely to be Indonesia’s candidate for ASEAN Secretary General?
Foreign Policy Talks, Noto Suoneto, 26 May 2026

Balancing passengers' rights and airlines' survival in ASEAN
The Jakarta Post, Ridha Aditya Nugraha, 22 May 2026

Trade disputes in ASEAN: optimizing overlooked dispute management mechanisms
Journal of International Economic Law, Michelle Limenta, 21 May 2026

ASEAN Unity and Japan’s Role Amid US-China Tensions
The Diplomat, Sukegawa Seiya, 8 May 2026

Southeast Asia: Not Choosing Sides but Options
Fulcrum, Joanne Lin and Melinda Martinus, 7 May 2026

India’s Engagement with ASEAN: Qutreach Does Translate into Positive Perceptions

Fulcrum, Prisie L Patnayak, 7 May 2026

Geopolitics

Asia-Pacific is no longer a Shangri-La after the mayhem in West Asia
Malay Mail, Phar Kim Beng, 29 May 2026

South China Sea Must Avoid Becoming Hormuz
Eurasia Review, Rommel C. Banlaoi, 28 May 2026

Ongoing conflicts underscore importance of ASEAN defence talks (Video)
Channel News Asia, 18 May 2026
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https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/indonesia-proposes-asean-oil-storage-hub-boost-regional-reserves-6115311
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/will-the-iran-war-finally-spur-asean-into-collective-action-on-energy-security/
https://asia.nikkei.com/economy/trade/asean-states-boost-oil-imports-from-brunei-libya-and-us
https://fulcrum.sg/the-lure-and-lore-of-southeast-asia-understanding-the-dynamics-of-soft-power/
https://www.foreignpolicytalks.com/post/who-is-likely-to-be-indonesia-s-candidate-for-asean-secretary-general
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/05/22/balancing-passengers-rights-and-airlines-survival-in-asean.html
https://academic.oup.com/jiel/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jiel/jgag012/8690102?redirectedFrom=fulltext&login=false
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/asean-unity-and-japans-role-amid-us-china-tensions/
https://fulcrum.sg/southeast-asia-not-choosing-sides-but-options/
https://fulcrum.sg/indias-engagement-with-asean-outreach-does-translate-into-positive-perceptions/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/what-you-think/2026/05/29/asia-pacific-is-no-longer-a-shangri-la-after-the-mayhem-in-west-asia-phar-kim-beng/221750
https://www.eurasiareview.com/28052026-south-china-sea-must-avoid-becoming-hormuz-oped/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/watch/ongoing-conflicts-underscore-importance-asean-defence-talks-6127776
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How Should Southeast Asia Respond to Carney’s Davos Clarion Call?
Fulcrum, Stephen Olson, 15 May 2026

ASEAN'’s Collective Resilience Agenda: Can It Deliver Under Pressure?
Fulcrum, Joanne Lin, Kristina Fong Siew Leng and Melinda Martinus, 14 May 2026

How Small States Can Survive Big Changes: Laos, Mekong and ASEAN in the Age of Might

Makes Right
ISEAS Perspective, Anoulak Kittikhoun, 5 May 2026

Myanmar

ASEAN mulls next steps as Myanmar military mounts comeback
International Institute for Strategic Studies, Morgan Michaels, 18 May 2026

Myanmar's political transition leaves ASEAN in a quandary
Nikkei Asian Review, 13 May 2026

Tiny shifts seen in divided ASEAN's approach to Myanmar
The Jakarta Post, Chad Williams, 9 May 2026

Asean to welcome release of Myanmar prisoners
Bangkok Post, 7 May 2026

Philippines Urges Myanmar to Grant ASEAN Special Envoy Access to Aung San Suu Kyi
The Diplomat, 7 May 2026

Thailand's embrace of Myanmar's generals redraws ASEAN's moral map
Nikkei Asian Review, Pavin Chachavalpongpun, 5 May 2026

From Consensus to Consequence: Rethinking ASEAN’s Myanmar Approach
The Diplomat, Renee Louise Co, 5 May 2026

Safe spaces not sanctuaries: ASEAN universities and the politics of displacement after
Myanmar's military coup
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, Licia Proserpio et al., 5 May 2026

External Relations

ASEAN and the U.S. convened the Al Ministerial to Deepen Cooperation on Al Development

and Governance
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 May 2026

Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. Please note that links to
third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the updates. No responsibility can be
taken for subsequent changes on these websites.


https://fulcrum.sg/how-should-southeast-asia-respond-to-carneys-davos-clarion-call/
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/aseans-collective-resilience-agenda-can-it-deliver-under-pressure/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2026-32-how-small-states-can-survive-big-changes-laos-mekong-and-asean-in-the-age-of-might-makes-right-by-anoulak-kittikhoun/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2026-32-how-small-states-can-survive-big-changes-laos-mekong-and-asean-in-the-age-of-might-makes-right-by-anoulak-kittikhoun/
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2026/05/asean-mulls-next-steps-as-myanmar-military-mounts-comeback/
https://asia.nikkei.com/spotlight/myanmar-crisis/myanmar-s-political-transition-leaves-asean-in-a-quandary
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2026/05/09/tiny-shifts-seen-in-divided-aseans-approach-to-myanmar.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3251355/asean-to-welcome-release-of-myanmar-prisoners-draft-statement
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/philippines-urges-myanmar-to-grant-asean-special-envoy-access-to-aung-san-suu-kyi/
https://asia.nikkei.com/opinion/thailand-s-embrace-of-myanmar-s-generals-redraws-asean-s-moral-map
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/from-consensus-to-consequence-rethinking-aseans-myanmar-approach/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2026.2666236
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2026.2666236
https://asean.org/asean-and-the-u-s-convened-the-ai-ministerial-to-deepen-cooperation-on-ai-development-and-governance/
https://asean.org/asean-and-the-u-s-convened-the-ai-ministerial-to-deepen-cooperation-on-ai-development-and-governance/
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WADA signs three-year memorandum of understanding with ASEAN
ASEAN Secretariat News, 19 May 2026

Environment/Energy

Why Methane Emission Reduction Matters for ASEAN
Fulcrum, Shivenes Shammugam and Jihyun Kang, 21 May 2026

ASEAN's electric vehicle ambitions hit the 'grid wall'
Nikkei Asian Review, Tim Daiss, 8 May 2026

ASEAN'’s green ambitions are outpacing its skills
East Asia Forum, Maria Regina Tongson, 8 May 2026

Digital
ASEAN isn’t yet ready for the Al agent swarm
The Interpreter, Karryl Kim Sagun Trajano and Ysa Marie Cayabyab, 26 May 2026

Digital Trade Review of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
OECD, 19 May 2026

The Al work that will compound for Asean
Business Times Singapore, Leslie Teo, 19 May 2026

ASEAN'’s Digital Frontier: Bridging Sovereignty and Security
The Nation, Nongluck Ajanapanya, 18 May 2026

ASEAN told to strengthen approaches, frameworks for digital transformation
The Jakarta Post, 17 May 2026

Human Rights

43rd Meeting of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 May 2026

9th Interface Meeting between the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights
(AICHR) and the European Union
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 May 2026
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https://asean.org/wada-signs-three-year-memorandum-of-understanding-with-asean/
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/why-methane-emission-reduction-matters-for-asean/
https://asia.nikkei.com/opinion/asean-s-electric-vehicle-ambitions-hit-the-grid-wall
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/05/08/aseans-green-ambitions-are-outpacing-its-skills/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/asean-isn-t-yet-ready-ai-agent-swarm
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/digital-trade-review-of-the-association-of-southeast-asian-nations_abd6f44a-en/full-report.html
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/ai-work-will-compound-asean
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/tech/40065726
https://www.thejakartapost.com/business/2026/05/17/asean-told-to-strengthen-approaches-frameworks-for-digital-transformation.html
https://asean.org/43rd-meeting-of-the-asean-intergovernmental-commission-on-human-rights/
https://asean.org/9th-interface-meeting-between-the-asean-intergovernmental-commission-on-human-rights-aichr-and-the-european-union/
https://asean.org/9th-interface-meeting-between-the-asean-intergovernmental-commission-on-human-rights-aichr-and-the-european-union/
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ASEAN Economic Community

Between giants: the US-China trade war and ASEAN’s evolving role in global trade
International Economics and Economic Policy, Sodiq Olaiwola Jimoh, Soo Khoon Goh & Siew
Yean Tham, May 2026

Vietnam signals a ‘Finternet’ dawn for Asean
Business Times Singapore, Chia Hock Lai, 15 May 2026

ASEAN central banks need new tools for new risks
East Asia Forum, Julia Bingler and Matthew Poggi, 13 May 2026

How ASEAN has turned resilience into a strategy and cooperation into a strength
World Economic Forum, 12 May 2026

ASEAN+3 Has Made Strong Progress On Cross-Border Payment Connectivity, But More Work

Lies Ahead
AMRO Asia, 8 May 2026

How ASEAN Can Reduce lts Heavy Dependence on Imported Agricultural Inputs
Fulcrum, Paul Teng, 4 May 2026
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10368-026-00730-x
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/vietnam-signals-finternet-dawn-asean
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/05/13/asean-central-banks-need-new-tools-for-new-risks/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2026/05/resilience-cooperation-asean-economic/
https://amro-asia.org/asean3-has-made-strong-progress-on-cross-border-payment-connectivity-but-more-work-lies-ahead/
https://amro-asia.org/asean3-has-made-strong-progress-on-cross-border-payment-connectivity-but-more-work-lies-ahead/
https://fulcrum.sg/how-asean-can-reduce-its-heavy-dependence-on-imported-agricultural-inputs/

	48th ASEAN Summit, Related Meetings (7-8 May 2026)
	Statements/Instruments
	News

	Middle East Conflict/Oil Crisis
	Commentary
	Geopolitics
	Myanmar
	External Relations
	Environment/Energy
	Digital
	Human Rights
	ASEAN Economic Community

