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2025 CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT OF THE  

22ND ASEAN-INDIA SUMMIT 

Issued in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 26 October 2025 

 

1. The 22nd ASEAN-India Summit was held on 26 October 2025, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The 

Summit was chaired by The Honourable Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Prime Minister of Malaysia 

and the Chair of ASEAN. The Summit was attended by ASEAN Member States and Hon. 

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of India. The Secretary-General of ASEAN was 

also in attendance.   

2. We reiterated our support for Malaysia’s ASEAN Chairmanship under the theme “Inclusivity 

and Sustainability,” which reaffirms ASEAN's commitment towards strengthening regional 

peace, stability, and prosperity through inclusive, sustainable, and future-oriented ASEAN 

Community-building efforts. The theme is also reflected in our shared cooperation between 

ASEAN and India.  

3. We welcomed the adoption by the ASEAN Leaders of the ASEAN 2045: Our Shared Future at 

the 46th ASEAN Summit, which will guide ASEAN Community building efforts in the next 20 

years. We welcomed India’s support to ASEAN Community building through concrete activities 

to realise the ASEAN 2045: Our Shared Future. We reaffirmed support for the work of the 

relevant ASEAN Sectoral Bodies and ASEAN-led mechanisms and agreed that future 

cooperation with external partners will also be anchored on the ASEAN 2045: Our Shared 

Future.   

4. We noted the full implementation of the ASEAN-India Plan of Action to Implement the ASEAN-

India Partnership for Peace, Progress and Shared Prosperity (2021-2025), and its Annex. We 

encouraged ASEAN and India to further maximise efforts in fully implementing the activities 

under the Annex and other existing initiatives with ASEAN, to further advance the 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP).   

5. We welcomed the adoption of the Plan of Action to Implement ASEAN-India CSP 2026-2030 

at the ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference (PMC) with India on 10 July 2025 and looked 

forward to the effective implementation of the new POA, which will guide both sides in realising 

the full potential of the ASEAN-India CSP over the next five years.   

 

6. We appreciated India’s long-standing partnership in promoting peace, stability and prosperity 

in the region and its strong commitment to upholding ASEAN Centrality and ASEAN-led 

mechanisms and fora. We looked forward to further strengthening practical cooperation with 

India, including in the four priority areas identified in the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific 

(AOIP) and India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative through ASEAN-led mechanisms and in 

implementing ASEAN-India Joint Statements adopted at the previous ASEAN-India Summits.  

7. We valued India’s active participation and its notable contributions to ASEAN-led mechanisms 

such as the East Asia Summit (EAS), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus) and Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF) as well 

as in promoting regional cooperation in a number of priority areas, which include peacekeeping, 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, counter-terrorism and transnational crime, 

defence, cyber security and maritime security. We shared India’s view that terrorism remains 

one of the gravest threats to global peace and security. We reaffirm our determination to combat 
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terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, whenever and by whomsoever committed. Under 

the ADMM-Plus, we recognised India’s contribution during its co-chairmanship of the Experts’ 

Working Group on Counter-Terrorism with Malaysia for the 2024-2027 cycle. Under the EAS, 

we welcomed the EAS Knowledge Exchange Workshop on Energy Efficiency Policies and 

Programs – Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE) and EAS Conclave of Heads of Higher Education 

Institutions, hosted by India on 17-19 September 2025.   

 

8. We officially declared the year 2026 as the ASEAN-India Year of Maritime Cooperation. In this 

connection, we noted that the PMC with India in July 2025 had proposed for ASEAN and India 

to jointly develop a dynamic work plan to guide the implementation of specific mutually agreed 

initiatives in 2026 that are in accordance with international law. We agreed to convene the 

ASEAN-India Defence Ministers’ Informal meeting. We also noted India’s proposals to hold a 

second ASEAN-India Maritime Exercise. We noted that India will organise two activities to 

strengthen maritime cooperation in the EAS: namely, the 7th EAS Conference on Maritime 

Security Cooperation and East Asia Summit Maritime Heritage Festival, to mark the ASEAN-

India Year of Maritime Cooperation.  

 

9. We underscored the importance of India’s continued support to law enforcement cooperation 

through the ASEAN Plus India Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC + 

India) Consultation and effective implementation of the SOMTC + India Work Plan on 

Cooperation to Combat Transnational Crime (2023-2027). We also encouraged India’s 

continued engagement with ASEAN in combating illicit drugs, particularly under the framework 

of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD) + India Consultations.  

10. We reiterated our shared commitment to further strengthening ASEAN-India economic 

partnership, including through upholding a predictable, transparent, free, fair, inclusive, 

sustainable, non-discriminatory, open, and rules-based multilateral trading system with the 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) at its core.   

11. We emphasised the importance of strengthening ASEAN-India economic relations, and 

welcome the progress achieved so far in the ongoing negotiations on the Review of the ASEAN-

India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA). We encouraged both sides to build on the 

momentum and to leverage their economic complementarities to make the AITIGA more 

effective, user-friendly, trade facilitative, and responsive to current global and regional 

challenges. We looked forward to the timely, substantial, meaningful and mutually beneficial 

outcomes that enhance the AITIGA’s relevance in the evolving global landscape.   

12. We welcomed the continued engagement of the ASEAN-India Business Council (AIBC), 

including its active participation in the ASEAN Economic Ministers consultation. As part of our 

joint efforts to further promote trade and investment, strengthen engagement with the private 

sector, and foster business-to-business relations, particularly in support of Micro, Small, 

Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs), we encouraged the AIBC to collaborate closely with the 

ASEAN Business Advisory Council and looked forward to the AIBC’s proactive role in 

organising business summits, expos, and trade missions to showcase trade and investment 

opportunities, facilitate cross-border business linkages, and contribute to inclusive economic 

growth.  

13. We commended the implementation of a series of activities to mark 2025 as the ASEAN-India 

Year of Tourism, including the ASEAN–India Tourism Professionals Exchange Programme, 

ASEAN–India Cruise Dialogue, and ASEAN–India Forum, as well as the successful launch of 

an ASEAN-India marketing campaign featuring curated travel experiences across ASEAN 

destinations for Indian travellers. We welcomed India's commitment of USD5 million for ASEAN 

tourism initiatives. We looked forward to the implementation of the Tourism Professionals 
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Exchange Programme in India and encouraged further collaboration in strengthening ASEAN–

India tourism cooperation and promoting meaningful people-to-people exchanges. We agreed 

to continue building on the spirit of the ASEAN-India Year of Tourism to develop new tourism 

circuits between ASEAN and India and promote shared cultural heritage.   

14. We adopted the ASEAN-India Joint Leaders’ Statement on Sustainable Tourism and looked 

forward to the further implementation of activities under the ASEAN-India framework that would 

further enhance tourism cooperation by leveraging on the successful 2025 ASEAN-India Year 

of Tourism and ASEAN-India Tourism Work Plan 2023-2027.  

15. Under science, technology and innovation, we noted the continuation of the ASEAN-India 

Collaborative R&D (AICRD) Programme, ASEAN-India Research Training Fellowship (AIRTF), 

ASEAN-India Women Scientists’ Conclave, ASEAN-India Grassroots Innovation Forum, 

ASEAN-India Startup Festival, ASEAN-India Scale Hub, and ASEAN-India Space Cooperation 

Programme. We emphasised continued engagement and looked forward to further 

strengthening our cooperation through the ASEAN-India Working Group on Science, 

Technology and Innovation Meeting.  

 

16. We welcomed the establishment and operationalisation of the ASEAN-India Fund for Digital 

Future (AIFDF) and commended India’s contribution to the fund, which demonstrates India’s 

commitment to fostering digital innovation, capacity building and cooperation in the region. We 

noted the convening of the First ASEAN-India Track 1 Cyber Policy Dialogue in October 2024 

and looked forward to the implementation of various projects and activities in the digital sector, 

which encompass critical areas such as cybersecurity, Internet of Things (IoT), artificial 

intelligence (AI), and fifth-generation wireless (5G) technologies. We also encouraged India’s 

continued support for the implementation of the ASEAN Digital Masterplan 2025 towards 

building a secure, inclusive and future-ready digital society.   

 

17. We welcomed collaboration in the area of Financial Technology or FinTech, in order to build 

financial connectivity between India and ASEAN through digital payment, with a view to 

including the local communities and expanding opportunities for businesses, in bridging the 

divide across these sectors. In this context, we noted that discussions between ASEAN and 

India remain ongoing regarding India’s proposal on the establishment of an ASEAN-India 

Annual Financial Dialogue.   

18. We noted the progress under the Medium-Term Plan of Action for ASEAN-India Cooperation 

in Agriculture and Forestry (2021-2025) and looked forward to new project proposals in climate-

smart agriculture, information and communication technology application in agriculture, 

transboundary plant pest and animal disease management, sustainable use of agrochemicals, 

and regenerative agriculture.   

19. We encouraged India’s continued support to the implementation of the ASEAN Plan of Action 

for Energy Cooperation (APAEC) (2026-2030) and the realisation of the ASEAN Power Grid 

(APG) by 2045, including through continued utilisation of the ASEAN-India Green Fund and 

ASEAN-India Science & Technology Development Fund (AIGF); and continued promotion of 

best practices and strengthening of energy regulatory frameworks and technical standards, 

consistent with the APAEC, as well as technology transfer and capacity building programmes 

to realise multilateral power trade in the APG and greater integration of renewables into the 

grid. In support of the APG, we welcomed India’s offer to train four hundred ASEAN 

professionals on various aspects of renewable energy and grid-related matters.   

20. We appreciated India’s collaboration for the ongoing policy discussion on the feasibility study 

of the envisaged ASEAN Cultural Heritage List. We acknowledged with appreciation India’s 
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contribution in promoting ASEAN awareness and identity and in fostering a stronger sense of 

community through The ASEAN Magazine Phase 3.   

21. We were pleased to note the successful implementation of the ASEAN-India Media Exchange 

Programme, ASEAN-India Artists’ Camp and exhibitions, ASEAN-India Music Festival, 8th 

Roundtable of the ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks, and 5th ASEAN-India Youth Summit, 

as well as the celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the establishment of the Indian Mission to 

ASEAN.   

 

22. We encouraged India’s support for the ASEAN Centre for Climate Change (ACCC) in Brunei 

Darussalam, and looked forward to cooperation on joint research, analysis and policy 

developments to achieve the region’s climate-resilient and low-carbon vision between relevant 

Indian agencies and the ACCC, as well as other relevant ASEAN centres, including the ASEAN 

Centre for Biodiversity (ACB). We also underscored the need to promote cooperation to 

address transboundary haze pollution, through the implementation of the ASEAN Haze-Free 

Roadmap (2023-2030), ASEAN Peatland Management Strategy (2023-2030), ASEAN 

Investment Framework for Haze-Free Sustainable Land Management (2023-2030), 

collaboration with the ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre (ASMC) and partnership for 

the operationalisation of the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Transboundary Haze Pollution 

Control (ACC THPC), in the implementation of the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 

Pollution (AATHP).  

23. We expressed appreciation for India’s collaboration in the ASEAN education cooperation 

through the ASEAN-India Network of Universities (AINU) and Scholarship for Students from 

ASEAN Countries Pursuing Master’s/Post Graduate Diploma at the Nalanda University. We 

acknowledged with appreciation the launch of the Scholarship for PhD/Masters/Postgraduate 

Diploma programmes for the academic year 2024 / 2025.   We noted India’s proposal for the 

establishment of the Centre for Southeast Asian Studies at the Nalanda University.   

24. We appreciated collaboration in advancing shared health priorities and noted India’s interest in 

establishing a regular ASEAN-India Health Ministers’ Meeting. We further appreciated India’s 

ongoing initiative on “Inviting Representatives from ASEAN Member States to Annual National 

Cancer Grid Meeting (5 Years).”   

 

25. We welcomed India’s cooperation in promoting inclusive and adaptive social protection through 

the advancement of gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls, as well as the 

promotion of the rights and welfare of children, persons with disabilities and older persons. We 

looked forward to India’s active partnership for experience exchanges in shaping ASEAN’s 

social protection systems that are future-ready and shock-responsive towards building 

resilience of the most vulnerable populations in the region.    

26. We encouraged strengthened disaster management cooperation, including through the 

implementation of the Memorandum of Intent between the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 

Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA Centre) and the National Disaster 

Management Authority of India. We appreciated India’s strong support in times of disasters in 

the region.   

27. We welcomed India’s continued support for Timor-Leste and encouraged the continuation of 

capacity-building programmes and initiatives to assist Timor-Leste’s post-admission efforts in 

implementing the Roadmap for Timor-Leste‘s Full Membership in ASEAN.  
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28. We appreciated India’s support for ASEAN’s efforts in narrowing the development gap through 

the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI), including the continuation of projects initiated under 

Work Plan III (2016–2020) and their implementation into 2025. We noted that these efforts have 

contributed to collaboration in digital development, education, scholarships, trade negotiations, 

and science and technology, among others, and looked forward to further engagement under 

the IAI Work Plan IV (2021–2025) and the upcoming IAI Work Plan V (2026-2030). We 

welcomed India’s continued support for ASEAN’s efforts in strengthening sub-regional 

cooperation, to promote inclusive growth, and sustainable and equitable development across 

the region. We noted India’s support for CLMV countries through Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) 

under the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation mechanism and appreciated India’s support of 

ASEAN’s IAI Work Plan IV and V. We noted the extension of Quick Impact Projects to Timor-

Leste for community development.   

 

29. We encouraged deeper collaboration to support ASEAN Connectivity, particularly through the 

implementation of the ASEAN Connectivity Strategic Plan, in alignment with the “Connecting 

the Connectivities” approach and India’s Act East Policy. We looked forward to the completion 

of the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway.  

30. We reaffirmed the importance of enhancing synergies between the ASEAN 2045: Our Shared 

Future and the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including through 

the work of the ASEAN Centre for Sustainable Development Studies and Dialogue (ACSDSD).   

31. We encouraged India to work with ASEAN in supporting other ASEAN Centres, such as the 

ACB, ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE), ASEAN-Singapore Cybersecurity Centre of Excellence 

(ACCE), ASEAN Regional Mine Action Center (ARMAC), ASEAN Institute for Peace and 

Reconciliation (AIPR), and the ADMM Cybersecurity and Information Centre of Excellence 

(ACICE).   

32. We acknowledged the work of the ASEAN Committee in New Delhi that helps raise awareness 

of ASEAN and ASEAN-India relations, contributing to advancing the ASEAN-India CSP.  

33. We reaffirmed the importance of maintaining and promoting peace, security, stability, safety, 

and freedom of navigation in and overflight above the South China Sea. We reaffirmed the 

need to enhance mutual trust and confidence, exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities 

and pursue peaceful resolution of disputes in accordance with universally recognised principles 

of international law, including the 1982 UNCLOS.   

34. In this regard, we underscored the importance of the full and effective implementation of the 

DOC in its entirety. We welcomed the progress achieved so far in the ongoing negotiations on 

the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea (COC). In line with the Guidelines for Accelerating 

the Early Conclusion of an Effective and Substantive Code of Conduct in the South China Sea, 

we looked forward to the early conclusion of an effective and substantive COC that is in 

accordance with international law, including the 1982 UNCLOS.   

35. We expressed our deep concern over the escalation of conflicts and humanitarian situation in 

Myanmar and urged progress on the implementation of the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus 

(5PC). We denounced the continued acts of violence against civilians, public facilities, and 

civilian infrastructures, and urged all parties involved to take concrete action to immediately halt 

indiscriminate violence, exercise utmost restraint, ensure the protection and safety of all 

civilians and civilian infrastructures, and create a conducive environment for the delivery of non-

discriminatory humanitarian assistance and inclusive national dialogue. We also welcomed the 

continued progress in the provision of humanitarian assistance to Myanmar by the AHA Centre.  
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36. We commended the dedicated efforts of H.E. Tan Sri Othman Hashim as the Special Envoy of 

the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar. In carrying out his mandate, the Special Envoy has actively 

engaged a wide and diverse range of stakeholders through an inclusive approach, reflecting 

ASEAN’s commitment to collective efforts in addressing the complex challenges in Myanmar. 

We looked forward to the deliberation on the proposal for a longer-term role of the ASEAN 

Special Envoy on Myanmar.  

37. We welcomed the agreement reached between the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 

and Israel on the first phase of the Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict, announced 

by United States President Donald J. Trump in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, on 8 October 2025, 

with a view to achieving a permanent cessation of hostilities. We commended the constructive 

efforts of the United States of America, Arab Republic of, Egypt, the state of Qatar, the Republic 

of Türkiye, and other partners in facilitating mediation efforts and the implementation of this 

comprehensive plan. We call upon all the concerned parties to fully adhere to the agreed terms 

and urge for its comprehensive implementation. We acknowledge that this development marks 

a crucial step towards ending the conflict, including preventing further suffering, loss of lives, 

forced displacement of people, ensuring the release of all hostages and detainees, enabling 

full withdrawal of the Israeli forces, supporting the reconstruction of Gaza and realisation of the 

rights to self-determination and statehood for the Palestinian people.   

38. We reaffirmed our strong support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) in carrying out its mandate. We called for the full 

resumption of rapid, safe, unimpeded, and sustained humanitarian access to all those in need, 

including through enhanced capacity at border crossings and sea routes. We urged all parties 

to the conflict to protect civilians and to abide by international humanitarian and human rights 

law. We emphasised the urgent need for a ceasefire; the immediate, unimpeded, safe, and 

sustained delivery of humanitarian assistance to all affected communities – including through 

the strengthening of UNRWA’s role and mandate – and the immediate commencement of 

comprehensive reconstruction efforts in Gaza to rebuild lives and restore the dignity of the 

Palestinian people.  

39. We reaffirmed our longstanding support for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, 

including their right to self-determination and to their homeland. In this regard, we urged all 

parties concerned to work towards a peaceful resolution of the conflict, with a view to realising 

a two-State solution in accordance with international law and relevant UNSC and UNGA 

resolutions, including UNGA Resolution A/RES/ES-10/23 on the Admission of New Members 

to the United Nations (10 May 2024) and UNGA Decision A/DEC/80/506 on the Endorsement 

of the New York Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine and the 

Implementation of the Two-State Solution (12 September 2025), both of which we supported. 

We also welcomed the Advisory Opinions of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the 

question of Palestine, including on The Obligations of Israel in relation to the Presence and 

Activities of the United Nations, Other International Organisations and Third States in and in 

relation to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, issued on 22 October 2025.  

40. We noted with deep concern the proliferation of online scam syndicates in the region and 

reaffirmed our commitment to strengthening cooperation, including through information sharing 

and capacity building, to effectively combat cybercrime and online scams.  
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