
2025 CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT OF THE ​
26TH ASEAN-REPUBLIC OF KOREA SUMMIT 

Issued in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 27 October 2025 

 

1.​ The 26th ASEAN-Republic of Korea (ROK) Summit was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 27 
October 2025. The Summit was chaired by the Honourable Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Prime 
Minister of Malaysia and the Chair of ASEAN. The Summit was attended by ASEAN Member 
States and H.E. Lee Jae Myung, President of the Republic of Korea. The Secretary-General 
of ASEAN was also in attendance.  
 

2.​ We reiterated our support for Malaysia’s ASEAN Chairmanship under the theme “Inclusivity 
and Sustainability,” reaffirming our shared commitment towards strengthening regional peace, 
stability, and prosperity through inclusive, sustainable, and future-oriented ASEAN 
Community-building efforts.  
 

3.​ We welcomed the ROK’s continued support for Timor-Leste and encouraged the continuation 
of capacity-building programmes and initiatives to assist Timor-Leste’s post-admission efforts 
in implementing the Roadmap for Timor-Leste‘s Full Membership in ASEAN.  
 

4.​ We reaffirmed our commitment to advancing the ASEAN-ROK Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership (CSP) that is meaningful, substantive and mutually beneficial in support of 
ASEAN Community building in alignment with the ASEAN 2045: Our Shared Future. We 
noted with satisfaction the substantive progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action to 
Implement the Joint Vision Statement for Peace, Prosperity and Partnership (2021-2025). We 
welcomed the adoption of the ASEAN-ROK Plan of Action to Implement the ASEAN-ROK 
CSP (2026-2030) at the ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference with the ROK in July 2025 and 
looked forward to the effective implementation of the new POA. The ROK also expressed its 
intention to host an ASEAN-ROK Commemorative Summit in 2029.    
 

5.​ We underscored the importance of upholding ASEAN Centrality in the evolving regional 
architecture and reiterated our commitment to supporting an ASEAN-centred regional 
architecture that is open, transparent, inclusive, resilient, and rules-based, that upholds 
international law and built upon ASEAN-led mechanisms. We appreciated the ROK’s support 
for the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and encouraged the ROK to implement the 
four priority areas of the AOIP through concrete projects and activities, in line with the Joint 
Statement of the 24th ASEAN-ROK Summit on Cooperation on the AOIP.  
 

6.​ We appreciated the ROK’s contribution to ASEAN-related cooperation funds to support 
cooperation projects, including the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund (AKCF), and looked 
forward to active, inclusive and effective implementation of further cooperation projects and 
initiatives.  
 

7.​ We reaffirmed our commitment to further strengthening cooperation in addressing 
non-traditional security challenges, including transnational crime, cybersecurity, and maritime 
security, through ASEAN-led mechanisms. We encouraged the ROK to continue supporting 
ASEAN’s efforts to enhance regional cybersecurity resilience and combat escalating threats 
of cybercrime and online scams, including through projects such as the ASEAN Cyber Shield 
Project (ACS), ASEAN Regional Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT) and capacity 
building centres in the region such as the ASEAN-Singapore Cybersecurity Centre of 
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Excellence (ASCCE). We looked forward to collaboration in building secure and transparent 
anti-money laundering frameworks through capacity building for responding to cryptocurrency 
heist. We acknowledged the ROK’s support to the ASEAN law enforcement cooperation 
through the ASEAN Plus ROK Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC+ROK) 
Consultation and welcomed the development of the ASEAN Guideline on Strengthening 
Capacities of Regional Practitioners in Crime Scene Investigation (CSI), which contributed to 
the implementation of the SOMTC-ROK Work Plan for Cooperation to Prevent and Combat 
Transnational Crime (2019-2025). We welcomed the adoption of the SOMTC+ROK Work 
Plan on Cooperation to Combat Transnational Crime (2026-2028) and looked forward to its 
full and effective implementation. We also reaffirmed the shared commitment to strengthening 
cooperation in combatting illicit drugs, particularly under the framework of ASEAN Plus ROK 
Senior Officials Meeting on Drug Matters (ASOD+ROK) Consultation. We also appreciated 
the ROK’s active participation and contributions to ASEAN-led mechanisms, such as the 
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) meetings and its Track I initiatives, as well as the Expanded 
ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF). We looked forward to exploring potential cooperation in 
enhancing capacities in maritime law enforcement, maritime search and rescue, and marine 
environment protection through tailored training programmes.   
 

8.​ We welcomed the enhanced defence cooperation between ASEAN and the ROK through the 
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus). We also acknowledged the ROK’s 
commitment to complementing the ADMM-Plus’ efforts, through the ROK’s Action Plan for the 
ROK-ASEAN Defense Cooperation. We appreciated the ROK’s support for the ASEAN 
Regional Mine Action Center (ARMAC) through its multi-year project, Enhance Victim 
Assistance Programme in the ASEAN Member States.  
 

9.​ We welcomed the 30th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ). We reiterated our commitment to preserve the Southeast 
Asian region as a Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (NWFZ) and free of all other weapons of mass 
destruction as enshrined in the ASEAN Charter and the SEANWFZ Treaty. We stressed the 
importance of the full and effective implementation of the SEANWFZ Treaty, including through 
the Plan of Action to Strengthen the Implementation of SEANWFZ Treaty (2023– 2027). We 
looked forward to enhancing nuclear and radiation safety through collaboration with the 
ASEAN Centre for Energy.   
 

10.​ We welcomed the inaugural Interface Meeting between the ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and the ROK held in May 2025 for sharing 
perspectives on human rights. We looked forward to exploring areas for potential cooperation 
to promote and protect human rights in the region.  
 

11.​ We acknowledged with satisfaction the continued momentum of the ASEANROK economic 
cooperation. The ROK was ASEAN’s fifth largest trading partner and seventh largest source 
of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 2024, as two-way merchandise trade between ASEAN 
and the ROK reached USD208.2 billion, an increase of 5.9 per cent from 2023,1 while the 
FDI inflow from the ROK to ASEAN amounted to USD7.6 billion.  
 

12.​ We reaffirmed our support for the rules-based multilateral trading system, with the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) at its core, ensuring a predictable, transparent, free, fair, inclusive, 
sustainable, non-discriminatory, and open trade and investment environment, and our 
commitment for necessary reform of the WTO including having a fully functioning dispute 
settlement system. We emphasised the importance of strengthening trade and investment 
linkages, as well as broader and more inclusive economic cooperation between ASEAN and 

1 ASEAN Statistics, IMTS data as of 15 July 2025.  
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the ROK, through the effective implementation and utilisation of the ASEAN-Korea Free Trade 
Area (AKFTA) and Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement. We 
also looked forward to reviewing the RCEP Agreement and expanding the membership of 
RCEP, which will further strengthen the RCEP’s role in promoting open, inclusive, and 
mutually beneficial economic cooperation across the region.   
 

13.​ We noted the completion of the Joint Study on Digital Trade and Joint Study on Cooperation 
on New Trade Agendas, which will serve as references for the AKFTA upgrade. We also 
welcomed the endorsement of the Joint Scoping Paper (JSP) for the AKFTA Upgrade by the 
AEM-ROK Consultation on 23 October 2025. We are pleased to announce that ASEAN and 
the ROK have agreed to commence the AKFTA Upgrade Negotiations early next year, upon 
the completion of respective domestic procedures. The upgrade will aim to ensure that the 
AKFTA continues to be commercially meaningful and relevant to businesses, trade facilitative, 
modern, forward-looking, and responsive to regional and global developments. We 
commended ROK’s continued support for the realization of the electronic exchange of 
customs documents through the ASEAN-ROK electronic Certificate of Origin (e-CO) 
exchange platform, which contributes to ensuring a seamless implementation of the AKFTA 
by enhancing trade efficiency and competitiveness, as well as supporting the implementation 
of the ASEAN Single Window.   
 

14.​ We welcomed the successful convening of the 1st ASEAN-ROK Think Tank Dialogue on 
Economic and Trade Policy Conference, held in Jeju in May following the ROK’s proposal to 
establish the Dialogue at the 25th ASEAN-ROK Summit. We recognized that this Dialogue 
would contribute to the capacity of ASEAN Member States in economic and trade policy 
formulation and to the balanced development of the ASEAN region through joint studies, 
research, and in-person forums and seminars. We also welcomed the ROK’s proposal to 
establish the Trade Academy on ASEAN Public Officials, which will help strengthen the 
expertise and capabilities of ASEAN trade officials and foster sustainable partnerships 
between ASEAN and Korean trade officials.   
 

15.​ We agreed to further promote the transfer of knowledge, best practices, and advanced 
technologies to ASEAN businesses, including start-ups and MSMEs through the 
ASEAN-ROK Start-ups Partnership and projects such as Enhancing Digital Economy 
Participation for ASEAN Women MSMEs (IDEAS). We welcomed the activities of the 
ASEAN-Korea Business Council (AKBC) and ASEAN-Korea Centre (AKC) in supporting trade 
and investment flows, and deepening business-to-business cooperation between ASEAN and 
the ROK. We appreciated various cooperation projects by the ASEAN-ROK Financial 
Cooperation Centre, including the 2025 ASEAN-ROK Financial Cooperation Forum co-hosted 
by the Council on International Financial Cooperation and the ASEAN+3 Macroeconomic 
Research Office (AMRO) in Singapore in April 2025.  
 

16.​ We welcomed the deepening of ASEAN-ROK cooperation in the field of intellectual property 
(IP), marked by the successful 8th ASEAN-ROK Heads of IP Offices Meeting, the adoption of 
the 2025 Joint Statement between ROK and ASEAN on IP Cooperation, and the progress 
made towards the finalisation of the ASEAN-ROK Implementing Arrangement on IP 
Cooperation. These milestones provide a strong foundation and generate robust momentum 
for a more impactful partnership focused on key priorities, including the utilisation of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in IP systems, enhanced IP enforcement, IP financing and valuation, and IP 
education. We recognised the potential of these initiatives to support MSMEs, drive inclusive 
innovation, and promote digital transformation, and encouraged the effective implementation 
of the Arrangement to meaningfully contribute to the ASEAN-ROK CSP.   
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17.​ We welcomed the ROK’s continued support in its areas of expertise, particularly in advancing 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). Key areas of cooperation include digital trade, digital 
transformation, sustainable economy and development, supply chain resilience, human 
resource development, food security and safety, smart infrastructure, future industries, and 
science, technology, and innovation (STI). We commended the continued implementation of 
the ASEAN-ROK STI Workshop and ASEAN-ROK Award for Excellence in STI Programmes, 
which contribute to strengthening STI policymaking and recognising the academic and 
professional achievements of outstanding early-career scientists and engineers from ASEAN 
Member States. We welcomed stronger cooperation and support from the ROK on digital 
transformation, including through the implementation of the ASEAN Digital Economy 
Framework Agreement (DEFA). We looked forward to the effective implementation of the 
ASEAN-ROK Digital Innovation Flagship Project (KADIF), which covers (i) Joint Data 
Ecosystem, (ii) High-Performance Computing Center (HPC), (iii) AI Startup Competition, (iv) 
ASEAN Digital Academy, and (v) Develop and expand AI Solutions, aimed at enhancing 
ASEAN’s digital connectivity and transformation through technology cooperation and 
capacity-building initiatives. The soon-to-be established HPC physical facility with 3.5 Peta 
Flops of computing power will be made accessible to the entire research and scientific 
community across ASEAN Member States.   
 

18.​ We welcomed the ROK’s continued support in critical mineral exploration through the Project 
on Critical Minerals Management and Strategy for Sustainable Environment in ASEAN, which 
focuses on improving knowledge in critical minerals exploration, including the use of smart 
mineral exploration technology and real-time data platforms.   
 

19.​ We encouraged ASEAN and the ROK to jointly respond to the climate crisis through 
science-based forest restoration and further explore cooperation in promoting sustainable 
forest management through existing mechanisms such as the Asian Forest Cooperation 
Organisation (AFoCO) and in poverty eradication and rural development through, among 
others, the ASEAN Master Plan on Rural Development and ASEAN Villages Network (AVN).   
 

20.​ We called upon the ROK to support the implementation of the Action Plan on Sustainable 
Agriculture in ASEAN, focusing on advancing decarbonisation, reducing the use of harmful 
agrochemicals, promoting digitalisation, enhancing climate change adaptation and mitigation, 
and fostering public-private partnerships. These efforts aim to accelerate the widespread 
adoption of sustainable agricultural practices that enhance resource efficiency, mitigate and 
adapt to climate change, ensure food security, empower rural livelihoods, expand knowledge, 
and foster partnerships. We also encouraged stakeholders to coordinate closely with the 
ASEAN Secretariat to identify relevant projects and programmes to support the effective 
implementation of these priorities.  
 

21.​ We encouraged the ROK to support ASEAN’s renewable energy transition, and regional 
interconnectivity efforts through the ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation 
(2026-2030). This includes the drafting of the ASEAN Subsea Power Cable Development 
Framework and collaboration on grid technologies such as energy storage systems, smart 
distribution networks, and artificial intelligence applications as ASEAN works towards realising 
the ASEAN Power Grid (APG) by 2045. In this context, ASEAN welcomed ROK’s proposal to 
initiate a joint study to look into ROK’s potential contribution to APG. ASEAN further 
welcomed the ROK’s continued interest and support for emerging lowcarbon technologies 
such as geothermal, hydrogen, and nuclear as well as further advancing equitable, inclusive 
and sustainable development throughout the ASEAN Community.   
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22.​ We appreciated the ROK’s continued support in advancing the tourism cooperation, including 
through the Korea Partnership Initiative for Sustainable Tourism (KOPIST) Programme, which 
focuses on improving capacity and capability of the tourism professionals and strengthening 
sustainable tourism development.  
 

23.​ We appreciated the ROK’s continued cooperation in enhancing regional connectivity through 
the implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC) 2025. We looked 
forward to the ROK’s continued engagement and support for the implementation of the 
ASEAN Connectivity Strategic Plan (ACSP). We encouraged the ROK to further strengthen 
connectivity cooperation with ASEAN, including strategic areas such as sustainable 
infrastructure, smart and sustainable urban development, digital innovation, seamless 
logistics and supply chain, regulatory excellence and cooperation, and people-to-people 
connectivity. We noted the successful second year implementation of the ASEAN Smart City 
Professional Programme (ASPP) and looked forward to a successful third year outcome. We 
encouraged the ROK’s continued support for smart city development and smart mobility 
capacity advancement through knowledge sharing, research and training programmes. We 
appreciated the ROK’s continued partnership on the facilitation of the intra-ASEAN Technical 
and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Mobility through the ASEAN-ROK TVET 
Mobility Programme. We also looked forward to the conclusion of a more liberal and mutually 
beneficial ASEAN-ROK Air Services Agreement (AK-ASA).   
 

24.​ We welcomed the ROK’s continued support in narrowing the development gaps within 
ASEAN, including implementation of the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) Work Plan IV 
(2021-2025), and look forward to ROK’s continued engagement with ASEAN under the IAI 
Work Plan V (2026-2030), which will incorporate elements of, and align with the ASEAN 
2045: Our Shared Future.   
 

25.​ We appreciated the ROK’s deepening collaboration with the ASEAN Health Sector and its 
commitment to strengthening health systems to achieve sustainable Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC) and health security for resilient health systems, in line with ASEAN 
Post-2015 Health Development Agenda 2021-2025. We encouraged ASEAN and ROK to 
continue cooperation for the establishment and operationalisation of the ASEAN Centre for 
Public Health Emergencies and Emerging Diseases (ACPHEED), the ASEAN Centre for 
Active Ageing and Innovation (ACAI), and the ASEAN Biological Threats Surveillance Centre 
(ABVC). We also recognised the critical role of digital technologies in enhancing accessibility, 
efficiency, and quality of healthcare, and agreed to enhance collaboration in digital 
transformation of the public healthcare sector.  
 

26.​ We reaffirmed our commitment to further strengthening people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges through initiatives such as TVET, scholarships, workshops, and activities 
implemented by relevant sectoral bodies, such as the AKC in Seoul, ASEAN Cultural House 
(ACH) in Busan, and ASEAN Cultural Centre in Bangkok. We noted the progress under the 
ASEAN-ROK Work Plan on Cooperation in Culture and the Arts (2022-2025), and looked 
forward to continued collaboration in the protection, preservation, and promotion of shared 
cultural heritage including through the ASEAN-ROK Working Committee on Cultural Heritage 
Cooperation. We also welcomed efforts to celebrate ASEANROK cultural vibrancy and 
creative industries through media and film initiatives, including the ASEAN-ROK Music 
Festival (ROUND) and ASEAN-ROK Film Community Programme (FLY). We further 
appreciated the ROK’s partnership with ASEAN for the ongoing Comprehensive Review of 
the Strategic Plan for Culture and Arts (2016-2025) and the Development of a New Work Plan 
(2026-2035) that will set out the strategic directions and priorities for the culture and arts 
sector in the decade ahead.  
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27.​ We appreciated the ROK’s continued collaboration in enhancing the education quality in 

ASEAN through initiatives such as the Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) 
Programme. We acknowledged the expansion of scholarship opportunities under the 
ASEAN-ROK Higher Education for ASEAN Talents: Scholarship Opportunity for ASEAN 
Faculty Members in the ROK (HEAT) project. We noted the recent approval of the 
ASEAN-Korea Platform for Great Minds: Academic Collaboration for Future Southeast 
Asianists, an initiative aimed at fostering academic exchanges and deepening regional 
expertise, and looked forward to its implementation. We welcomed the ROK's continued 
collaboration with ASEAN for young ASEAN talents to build a ladder of development through 
the Inclusive Education Modules (IEM).  
 

28.​ We underscored the importance of strengthened disaster management cooperation. We 
appreciated the ROK’s continued partnership for disaster resilience building in the region 
through the implementation of the ASEAN-ROK Work Plan on Disaster Management 
2021-2025. We acknowledged the contribution of the ROK to ASEAN’s capacity building 
through the ongoing flagship projects, namely the Disaster Risk Management Capacity 
Building Program for ASEAN (D-CAB) Phase 2 and ASEAN Standards and Certification for 
Experts in Disaster Management (ASCEND).  
 

29.​ We invited the ROK to expand its collaboration in the field of disaster management through 
the implementation of the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response (AADMER) Work Programme 20262030 and the Leaders’ Declaration on 
Sustainable Resilience to enhance climate and disaster resilience across the region.  
 

30.​ We welcomed the ROK’s continued partnership in advancing regional efforts on climate action 
and environmental sustainability including through the ASEAN-ROK High Level Dialogue on 
Environment and Climate Change and projects such as Clean Air for Sustainable ASEAN 
(CASA), the Integrated Municipal Solid Waste Management (IMSWM), and the important 
Partnership for ASEAN-ROK Methane Action (PARMA), in particular ASEAN-Korea 
Cooperation for Methane Mitigation (AKCMM) project.   
 

31.​ We looked forward to enhanced cooperation in key areas such as green growth, 
transboundary haze pollution, marine pollution, climate change, biodiversity conservation, 
water resources management, waste management, environmental education, sustainable 
consumption and production, rural development and sustainable cities. We encouraged 
collaboration through ASEAN’s centres of excellence, such as the ASEAN Centre for Climate 
Change (ACCC), the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Transboundary Haze Pollution Control 
(ACC THPC), the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), the ASEAN Centre for Sustainable 
Development Studies and Dialogue (ACSDSD), and the ASEAN Specialised Meteorological 
Centre (ASMC), in supporting regional cooperation and promoting sustainable development.  
 

32.​ We encouraged strengthened cooperation in education, labour, employment, occupational 
safety and health, and human resource development, including through the annual 
ASEAN-ROK Policy Sharing Workshop in the Employment and Labour Sector (2021-2025).   
 

33.​ We appreciated the commitment of the ROK to advancing sports cooperation in the region 
through the implementation of exchange programmes for capacity development for sports 
officials and professionals, such as the ASEAN-Korea Football Interpersonal Exchange and 
Leadership Development (FIELD) Programme.   
 

34.​ We welcomed the ROK’s continued collaboration with ASEAN in accelerating cooperation on 
social welfare and development, particularly in promoting the inclusion of people in vulnerable 
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situations, especially women and children, persons with disabilities and older persons, in all 
aspects of development. We welcomed the ASEAN+ROK Conference on Care and Support 
for Older Persons held in Malaysia in 2025.  
 

35.​ We appreciated the ROK’s continued partnership with ASEAN through the ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural Community Research and Development Platforms on the Future of Education 
and the Future of Work. These platforms have actively contributed to enhancing our 
knowledge base and expertise, supporting efforts to improve workforce readiness in the age 
of digitalisation. Key findings highlight the crucial role of private sector and community 
participation in inclusive Human Resource Development (HRD) and the essential need for 
workforce preparation through skills development, with government as an enabler. The 
platforms also emphasise transforming education through new pedagogies and assistive 
technologies to bridge the digital divide and improve access for all learners. We noted that the 
findings have been published and encouraged their dissemination to support evidence-based 
policymaking.  
 

36.​ We acknowledged the role and activities of the AKC in promoting trade and investment flows, 
invigorating tourism and enriching cultural exchanges between ASEAN and the ROK, and 
contributing to the ASEAN-ROK CSP.  
 

37.​ We acknowledged the work of the ASEAN Committee in Seoul that helps raise awareness of 
ASEAN and ASEAN-ROK relations, contributing to advancing the ASEAN-ROK CSP.   
 

38.​ We took note over the recent developments regarding the Korean Peninsula and stressed the 
importance of resuming peaceful dialogue among all concerned parties in order to realise 
lasting peace and stability in a denuclearised Korean Peninsula. We expressed grave 
concern over the recent surge in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s (DPRK) 
intercontinental testing and ballistic missile launches, which are worrisome developments that 
threaten peace and stability in the region. We called on the DPRK to comply fully with all 
relevant UNSC resolutions and continue working towards the realisation of lasting peace and 
stability in a denuclearised Korean Peninsula. We also called for the full implementation of all 
relevant UNSC resolutions and noted international efforts to bring about the complete 
denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula in a peaceful manner. Diplomatic efforts, including 
the creation of a conducive environment for peaceful dialogue among all concerned parties, 
should remain a priority. In this vein, we expressed support for the ROK’s efforts to resume 
dialogue through proactive de-escalation and confidence-building measures, with the aim of 
achieving peaceful coexistence and shared growth on the Korean Peninsula through the 
expansion of interKorean exchanges, normalisation of relations, and advancing 
denuclearisation. We reiterated our readiness to play a constructive role, including through 
ASEAN-led platforms such as the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), in promoting a conducive 
atmosphere for peaceful dialogue among the concerned parties.   
 

39.​ We expressed our deep concern over the continued tensions in the Middle East and called on 
all parties involved to exercise utmost restraint, avoid actions which could aggravate the 
situation, and resolve differences through peaceful means, dialogue, and diplomacy in the 
interest of maintaining regional peace and stability.  
 

40.​ We welcomed the agreement reached between the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
and Israel on the first phase of the Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict, announced 
by United States President Donald J. Trump in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, on 8 October 2025, 
with a view to achieving a permanent cessation of hostilities. We commended the constructive 
efforts of the United States of America, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the State of Qatar, and 
the Republic of Türkiye. We called upon all concerned parties to fully adhere to the agreed 
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terms and urged for its comprehensive implementation. We acknowledged that this 
development marks a crucial step towards ending the conflict, including preventing further 
suffering, loss of lives, forced displacement of people, ensuring the release of all hostages 
and detainees, ensuring full withdrawal of the Israeli forces, supporting the reconstruction of 
Gaza and realisation of the rights to self-determination and statehood for the Palestinian 
people.  
 

41.​ We reaffirmed our strong support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) in carrying out its mandate. We called for the 
full resumption of rapid, safe, unimpeded, and sustained humanitarian access to all those in 
need, including through enhanced capacity at border crossings and sea routes. We urged all 
parties to the conflict to protect civilians and to abide by international humanitarian and 
human rights law. We emphasised the urgent need for a permanent ceasefire, the immediate, 
unimpeded, safe, and sustained delivery of humanitarian assistance to all affected 
communities – including through the strengthening of UNRWA’s role and mandate – and the 
immediate commencement of comprehensive reconstruction efforts in Gaza to rebuild lives 
and restore the dignity of the Palestinian people.   
 

42.​ We reaffirmed our longstanding support for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, 
including their right to self-determination and to their homeland. In this regard, we urged all 
parties concerned to work towards a peaceful resolution of the conflict, with a view to realising 
a two-State solution in accordance with international law and relevant UNSC and UNGA 
resolutions, including UNGA Resolution A/RES/ES-10/23 on the Admission of New Members 
to the United Nations (10 May 2024) and UNGA Decision A/DEC/80/506 on the Endorsement 
of the New York Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine and the 
Implementation of the Two-State Solution (12 September 2025), both of which we supported. 
We also noted the Advisory Opinions of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the 
question of Palestine, including on The Obligations of Israel in relation to the Presence and 
Activities of the United Nations, Other International Organisations and Third States in and in 
relation to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, issued on 22 October 2025.  
 

43.​ We expressed our deep concern over the escalation of conflicts and humanitarian situation in 
Myanmar and urged progress on the implementation of the ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus 
(5PC). We denounced the continued acts of violence against civilians, public facilities, and 
civilian infrastructures, and urged all parties involved to take concrete action to immediately 
halt indiscriminate violence, exercise utmost restraint, ensure the protection and safety of all 
civilians and civilian infrastructures, and create a conducive environment for the delivery of 
non-discriminatory humanitarian assistance and inclusive national dialogue. We also 
welcomed the continued progress in the provision of humanitarian assistance to Myanmar by 
the AHA Centre.  
 

44.​ We commended the dedicated efforts of H.E. Tan Sri Othman Hashim as the Special Envoy of 
the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar. In carrying out his mandate, the Special Envoy has actively 
engaged a wide and diverse range of stakeholders through an inclusive approach, reflecting 
ASEAN’s commitment to collective efforts in addressing the complex challenges in Myanmar.   
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