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Commentary 
NDR 2026: S’pore to strengthen S-E Asian unity as ASEAN chair in 2027, build resilience to face 
crisis 
The Straits Times, 23 August 2026 
 
ASEAN needs a story that young people can own 
The Jakarta Post, Lee Yoong Yoong, 15 August 2026 
 
ASEAN’s e-waste economy reshapes US–Japan resource diplomacy 
East Asia Forum, Christian Cerne, 7 August 2026 

Geopolitics 
ASEAN and Japan’s Updated Free and Open Indo-Pacific Initiative 
The Diplomat, Sukegawa Seiya, 31 August 2026 
 
As the US and China compete over AI, Asean must secure strategic autonomy 
South China Morning Post, AbdulWahed Jalal Nori, 27 August 2026 
 
The ASEAN imperative: How Jakarta must handle great-power rivalry 
The Straits Times, Irawan Ronodipuro, 26 August 2026 
 
How Do ASEAN Countries Fare in Managing Global Economic Shocks? 
Fulcrum, Julia Goh et al., 19 August 2026 
 
Strengthening ASEAN Regional Security 
Eurasia Review, Simon Hutagalung, 13 August 2026 

Myanmar 
Vietnam deepens Myanmar engagement with $1bn trade goal 
Nikkei Asian Review, 27 August 2026 
 
On Myanmar, ASEAN should brace for the long road ahead 
International Institute for Strategic Studies, Morgan Michaels, 27 August 2026 
 
Myanmar Military Chief Begins Visit to Thailand Aimed at Expanding Security Ties 
The Diplomat, 20 August 2026 
 
ASEAN’s Return to Myanmar: A Sovereignty Cartel at Work 
Australian Institute of International Affairs, Early Nalvi Hoata Sahureka, 13 August 2026 
 
Reclaiming the Backyard: ASEAN’s Realpolitik Push on Myanmar 
The Diplomat, William J Jones, 11 August 2026 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/ndr-2026-spore-to-strengthen-s-e-asian-unity-as-asean-chair-in-2027-build-resilience-to-face-crisis
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/ndr-2026-spore-to-strengthen-s-e-asian-unity-as-asean-chair-in-2027-build-resilience-to-face-crisis
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/08/15/asean-needs-a-story-that-young-people-can-own?utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=single_more
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/08/07/aseans-e-waste-economy-reshapes-us-japan-resource-diplomacy/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/08/asean-and-japans-updated-free-and-open-indo-pacific-initiative/
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/asia-opinion/article/3365058/us-and-china-compete-over-ai-asean-must-secure-strategic-autonomy
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/the-asean-imperative-how-jakarta-must-handle-great-power-rivalry
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/how-do-asean-countries-fare-in-managing-global-economic-shocks/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/13082026-strengthening-asean-regional-security-analysis/
https://asia.nikkei.com/politics/international-relations/vietnam-deepens-myanmar-engagement-with-1bn-trade-goal
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2026/08/on-myanmar-asean-should-brace-for-the-long-road-ahead/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/08/myanmar-military-chief-begins-visit-to-thailand-aimed-at-expanding-security-ties/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/aseans-return-to-myanmar-a-sovereignty-cartel-at-work/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/08/reclaiming-the-backyard-aseans-realpolitik-push-on-myanmar/
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ASEAN Chair’s Statement on the Meeting of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi with a Delegate from the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
ASEAN Secretariat, 7 August 2026 
 
Beyond Myanmar’s borders: the use of transnational repression and creation of new state 
spaces within ASEAN 
Ethnic and Racial Studies (Special Issue), Naung Naung, 7 August 2026 
 
Myanmar Rejects ASEAN Call for Suu Kyi’s Release, Questions Need For Special Envoy 
The Diplomat, 3 August 2026 

External Relations 
Singapore to explore how S-E Asia, Central Asia can work more closely when it chairs ASEAN in 
2027 
The Straits Times, 26 August 2026 
 
Bounded middle-power agency and minilateral potential in the Indo-Pacific: a domain-sensitive 
analysis of Korea–ASEAN cooperation 
Australian Journal of International Affairs, Daewon Ohn & Er-Win Tan, 19 August 2026 
 
The Digital Economy Framework Agreement: Connecting India and ASEAN 
NUS ISAS Briefs, Karthik Nachiappan, Atyantika Mookherjee, 11 August 2026 
 
ASEAN and Canada: Building Bridges with the Great White North 
Fulcrum, Kristina Fong Siew Leng, 4 August 2026 
 
What Turkey’s upgrade to Asean dialogue partner status means 
South China Morning Post, Sam Beltran, 3 August 2026 

Environment, Energy 
A Super El Nino is here and ASEAN is running out of time 
Nikkei Review Asia, Florian Krampe and Mely Caballero-Anthony, 28 August 2026 
 
The Hormuz Crisis: Time for an ASEAN Oil Stockpile? 
RSIS Commentary, Margareth Sembiring, 27 August 2026 
 
Malaysia, Brunei to raise cross-border haze issue at ASEAN 
The Jakarta Post, 24 August 2026 
 
Asean's green growth push 
Bangkok Post, 10 August 2026 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Meeting-of-Daw-Aung-San-Suu-Kyi-with-a-Delegate-from-the-International-Committee-of-the-Red-Cross-ICRC-.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Meeting-of-Daw-Aung-San-Suu-Kyi-with-a-Delegate-from-the-International-Committee-of-the-Red-Cross-ICRC-.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01419870.2026.2624643
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01419870.2026.2624643
https://thediplomat.com/2026/08/myanmar-rejects-asean-call-for-suu-kyis-release-questions-need-for-special-envoy/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-to-explore-how-se-asia-central-asia-can-work-more-closely-when-it-chairs-asean-in-2027
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-to-explore-how-se-asia-central-asia-can-work-more-closely-when-it-chairs-asean-in-2027
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10357718.2026.2720458
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10357718.2026.2720458
https://www.isas.nus.edu.sg/papers/the-digital-economy-framework-agreement-connecting-india-and-asean/
https://fulcrum.sg/asean-and-canada-building-bridges-with-the-great-white-north/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3362671/what-turkeys-upgrade-asean-dialogue-partner-status-means
https://asia.nikkei.com/opinion/a-super-el-nino-is-here-and-asean-is-running-out-of-time
https://rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/CO26185.pdf
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2026/08/24/malaysia-brunei-to-raise-cross-border-haze-issue-at-asean
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3299172/aseans-green-growth-push
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Digital 
Southeast Asia and AI Adoption: The Return of Cold War Strategies 
Fulcrum, Tobias Burgers and Tran Nguyen, 31 August 2026 
 
The algorithm clause ASEAN’s digital deal needs 
East Asia Forum, Sascha H Funk, 26 August 2026 
 
ASEAN’s DEFA sets stage for regional digital identity interoperability 
Biometric Update, Lu-Hai Liang, 26 August 2026 
 
Digital IDs can connect Asean 
Bangkok Post, Mahesh Uttamchandani, 25 August 2026 

29th ASEAN Labour Ministers Meeting, Related Meetings (26 August 2026) 
• Joint Communique of the Twenty-Ninth ASEAN Labour Ministers Meeting (29th ALMM) 
• Joint Statement for the Fourteenth ASEAN Plus Three Labour Ministers Meeting (14th 

ALMM+3) 

14th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth, Related Meetings (21 August 
2026) 

• Joint Ministerial Statement of The Fourteenth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth 
(AMMY XIV) 

• Joint Ministerial Statement of The Tenth ASEAN Plus Three Ministerial Meeting on Youth 
(10th AMMY+3) 

 
Asean must repair its fraying bargain with the young 
Business Times Singapore, Simon Tay, 26 August 2026 

ASEAN Economic Community 
Overview of the ASEAN-6 automotive market 
PwC Malaysia, August 2026 
 
Governing Finance for Sustainable Prosperity in ASEAN 
AMRO, Julia Bingler, Aziz Durrani, and Cynyoung Park, 28 August 2026 
 
Fostering Talent Fleet of Foot: The Need for Harmony and Depth 
Fulcrum, Tham Siew Yean, 27 August 2026 
 
Asean’s creative economy needs clearer definitions and better data urgently 
Business Times Singapore, Swee Cheng Wei and Koay Jun Le, 24 August 2026 
 

https://fulcrum.sg/southeast-asia-and-ai-adoption-the-return-of-cold-war-strategies/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/08/26/the-algorithm-clause-aseans-digital-deal-needs/
https://www.biometricupdate.com/202608/aseans-defa-sets-stage-for-regional-digital-identity-interoperability
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3307424/digital-ids-can-connect-asean
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/29th-ALMM-Joint-Communique_Final-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/14th-ALMM3-Joint-Statement_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/14th-ALMM3-Joint-Statement_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/ADOPTED_Joint-Statement-of-AMMY-XIV.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/ADOPTED_Joint-Statement-of-AMMY-XIV.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/ADOPTED_Joint-Statement-of-10th-AMMY3.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/ADOPTED_Joint-Statement-of-10th-AMMY3.pdf
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/asean-must-repair-its-fraying-bargain-young
https://www.pwc.com/my/en/assets/publications/2026/pwc-my-asean-6-automotive-6th-market-snapshot.pdf
https://amro-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Bingler-Durrani-Park-2026.-Governing-Finance-ASEAN.pdf
https://fulcrum.sg/fostering-talent-fleet-of-foot-the-need-for-harmony-and-depth/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/aseans-creative-economy-needs-clearer-definitions-and-better-data-urgently
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Asian Impact: ASEAN Tourism Sectoral Plan 2026-2030 - Bringing Resilience Amidst 
Uncertainties (Video) 
Asian Development Bank, 13 August 2026 
 
Asean working to be world’s fourth-largest economy by 2030, says Malaysian foreign minister 
The Straits Times, 10 August 2026 
 

https://www.adb.org/news/videos/asian-impact-asean-tourism-sectoral-plan-2026-2030-bringing-resilience-amidst
https://www.adb.org/news/videos/asian-impact-asean-tourism-sectoral-plan-2026-2030-bringing-resilience-amidst
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/asean-working-to-be-worlds-fourth-largest-economy-by-2030-says-malaysian-foreign-minister
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