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CIL ASEAN News Update

58th ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting, Related Meetings (20-
21 September 2026)

Statements

Joint Media Statement of the 58th ASEAN Economic Ministers’ (AEM) Meeting

Joint Media Statement of the Fourteenth EAS Economic Ministers’ Meeting

Joint Media Statement of the 5th RCEP Ministers’ Meeting

Joint Media Statement of the Twenty-Ninth AEM Plus Three Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Twenty Fifth AEM-MOFCOM Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Thirty-First AEM — Closer Economic Relations (CER)
Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Thirty-Second AEM-METI Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Tenth AEM-Hong Kong, China Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Twenty-Third AEM-ROK Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Twenty-Third AEM-India Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Twenty-Second AEM-EU Trade Commissioner Consultation
Joint Media Statement of the AEM-USTR Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Fifteenth AEM-Russia Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Sixth AEM-UK Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Fifteenth AEM-Canada Consultation

Joint Media Statement of the Fifth AEM Troika Open-Ended Dialogue with Switzerland
Trade Minister

News

ASEAN Has Fingers Crossed for Trade Deal with Gulf Economies
Jakarta Globe ID, Jayanty Nada Shofa, 28 September 2026

ASEAN eves signing of digital economy pact at November Manila summit
Nikkei Asian Review, 22 September 2026

ASEAN aims to bring upgraded goods trade pact into force by end-2026, ahead of schedule: Gan

Kim Yong
Channel News Asia, 22 September 2026

Bilateral EU free trade deals can pave way for broader ASEAN-EU pact: DPM Gan
The Straits Times, 22 September 2026
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https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-58-JMS-Adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/EAS-EMM-14-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Joint-Media-Statement-of-the-5th-RCEP-Ministers-Meeting_Adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-Plus-Three-29-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-MOFCOM-25-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-CER-31-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-CER-31-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-METI-32-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-HKC-10-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-ROK-23-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-IN-23-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-EU-22-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-USTR-f.pdf
https://asean.org/joint-media-statement-of-the-fifteenth-aem-russia-consultation/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-UK-6-JMS-f.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-Canada-15-JMS-f-.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-Swiss-Troika-5-JMS-f-.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AEM-Swiss-Troika-5-JMS-f-.pdf
https://jakartaglobe.id/business/asean-has-fingers-crossed-for-trade-deal-with-gulf-economies
https://asia.nikkei.com/economy/asean-eyes-signing-of-digital-economy-pact-at-november-manila-summit2
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/gan-kim-yong-asean-atiga-trade-goods-agreement-2026-6401906
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/gan-kim-yong-asean-atiga-trade-goods-agreement-2026-6401906
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/bilateral-eu-free-trade-deals-can-pave-way-for-broader-asean-eu-pact-dpm-gan
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17th ASEAN Health Ministers Meeting, Related Meetings (10
September 2026)

Joint Statement of the Seventeenth ASEAN Health Ministers Meeting

Joint Statement of the Eleventh ASEAN Plus Three Health Ministers Meeting

Joint Statement of the First ASEAN — United States Health Ministers Meeting

Joint Statement of the First ASEAN — Japan Health Ministers Meeting

Joint Statement the Third ASEAN-Republic of Korea Health Ministers Meeting

Thailand-Cambodia Border Conflict

Cambodia, Thailand Begin Compulsory Conciliation in Maritime Boundary Dispute
The Diplomat, 15 September 2026

Thailand Accuses Cambodia of Stationing Troops at World Heritage Site During Border Fighting
The Diplomat, 14 September 2026

Commentary

ASEAN's Strategic Choices in a Fragmenting World: Navigating Al, Green Technology, and Great

Power Rivalry
RSIS Policy Report, Khor Hoe Ee, 29 September 2026

ASEAN’s 11th Member: Charting Timor-Leste’s Digital Future
Tech for Good Institute, Fernando Baptista Anuno, 15 September 2026

Three Provisions Towards Greater Social Media Platform Transparency in ASEAN
Fulcrum, Amirul Adli Rosli, 14 September 2026

Indonesia’s Strategic Preferences amid Great-Power Competition: Insights from the State of
Southeast Asia Survey
ISEAS Perspective, Melinda Martinus, 10 September 2026

Geopolitics

In a US-China world, Asean must do more than avoid choosing sides
South China Morning Post, Simon Tay, 25 September 2026

What role can Japan play in Asean’s future?
Business Times Singapore, Simon Tay, 15 September 2026

ASEAN unity at stake
The Jakarta Post, 9 September 2026
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https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Adopted_17th-AHMM-HMM_Joint-Statement.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Adopted_11th-APT-HMM_Joint-Statement.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Adopted_1st-ASEAN-US-HMM_Joint-Statement.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Adopted_1st-ASEAN-Japan-HMM_Joint-Statement.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Adopted_3rd-ASEAN-ROK-HMM_Joint-Statement.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2026/09/cambodia-thailand-begin-compulsory-conciliation-in-maritime-boundary-dispute/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/09/thailand-accuses-cambodia-of-stationing-troops-at-world-heritage-site-during-border-fighting/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/aseans-strategic-choices-in-a-fragmenting-world-navigating-ai-green-technology-and-great-power-rivalry/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/aseans-strategic-choices-in-a-fragmenting-world-navigating-ai-green-technology-and-great-power-rivalry/
https://techforgoodinstitute.org/insights/country-spotlights/aseans-11th-member-charting-timor-lestes-digital-future/
https://fulcrum.sg/article/aseanfocus/three-provisions-towards-greater-social-media-platform-transparency-in-asean/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2026-65-indonesias-strategic-preferences-amid-great-power-competition-insights-from-the-state-of-southeast-asia-survey-by-melinda-martinus/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2026-65-indonesias-strategic-preferences-amid-great-power-competition-insights-from-the-state-of-southeast-asia-survey-by-melinda-martinus/
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/asia-opinion/article/3368638/us-china-world-asean-must-do-more-avoid-choosing-sides
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/what-role-can-japan-play-aseans-future
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/09/07/asean-unity-at-stake

CIL ASEAN News Update

Myanmar

Myanmar’s hundi crackdown leaves ASEAN counting the cost
East Asia Forum, Jared Bissinger, 19 September 2026

Malaysia to invite Myanmar’s Min Aung Hlaing for Rohingya repatriation talks
South China Morning Post, 16 September 2026

The Diplomatic Limits of Cambodia’s Engagement with Myanmar
Fulcrum, Chhay Lim and Joanne Lin, 16 September 2026

Myanmar’s Military-backed President Ticks Cambodia Off His Diplomatic Bucket List
The Diplomat, 14 September 2026

Haze, Climate Change

Malaysia calls for science-based co-operation and long-term ASEAN funding to tackle
transboundary haze
Asia One, 23 September 2026

Regional Haze Casts a Pall on ASEAN'’s Influence
Fulcrum, Melinda Martinus, 17 September 2026

Asean is disproportionately affected by climate change. This also presents opportunities
Business Times Singapore, Andrew Hammond, 15 September 2026

Up in smoke: why Southeast Asia failed to halt the haze
South China Morning Post, Aidan Jones et al., 12 September 2026

External Relations

Asean firms hope Pinglu Canal will open China market, but fear flood of imports
South China Morning Post, 28 September 2026

What Would an ASEAN-Canada Free Trade Agreement Mean for Foreign Investors?
ASEAN Briefing, 28 September 2026

ASEAN and Pacific Alliance Discuss Cooperation at Ministerial Meeting in New York
Indiplomacy, 28 September 2026

ASEAN Co-Chair’'s Press Statement of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations-Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
ASEAN Secretariat, 23 September 2026
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https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/09/18/myanmars-hundi-crackdown-leaves-asean-counting-the-cost/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3367762/malaysia-invite-myanmars-min-aung-hlaing-rohingya-repatriation-talks?share=%2FU%2B5b5TSqgNfM5Zmkja%2BIDFAlOoKVL%2BYRq9Zndq9UFg56H0V5QyvLiU4f9%2FWWgB84bMryxJE2MRL%2FxRTg47IVNjehrxNdjCsGnmQ%2FBVrj2U27YrdH4Efr55lfgRKyWVr3WodW4CwBCEIucuwrQrEvQ%3D%3D&utm_campaign=social_share&fbclid=IwY2xjawUYKdVwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAGJyaWQRMUpXR0ZhSWd1UW9JcWNPUmVzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeKqDYxzFP1PWse9pQ0rFNgKkQa8kvaxy2EYz67B8eEqUtqSD0VpBKyx_rQE4_aem_hHYAlQ6cxq8c4t6ktBdldQ
https://fulcrum.sg/article/commentaries/the-diplomatic-limits-of-cambodias-engagement-with-myanmar/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/09/myanmars-military-backed-president-ticks-cambodia-off-his-diplomatic-bucket-list/
https://www.asiaone.com/malaysia/malaysia-calls-science-based-co-operation-and-long-term-asean-funding-tackle-transboundary
https://www.asiaone.com/malaysia/malaysia-calls-science-based-co-operation-and-long-term-asean-funding-tackle-transboundary
https://fulcrum.sg/article/commentaries/regional-haze-casts-a-pall-on-aseans-influence/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/asean/asean-disproportionately-affected-climate-change-also-presents-opportunities
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3367217/smoke-how-southeast-asia-bungled-its-haze-response
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3368815/asean-firms-hope-pinglu-canal-will-open-china-market-fear-flood-imports
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/what-would-an-asean-canada-free-trade-agreement-mean-for-foreign-investors/
https://indiplomacy.com/2026/09/28/asean-and-pacific-alliance-discuss-cooperation-at-ministerial-meeting-in-new-york/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/ASEAN-Co-Chairs-Press-Statement-ASEAN-GCC-FMM-2026.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/ASEAN-Co-Chairs-Press-Statement-ASEAN-GCC-FMM-2026.pdf
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From trust to Kizuna: 20 vears of Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund
The Jakarta Post, AKP Mochtan, 11 September 2026

European businesses want ASEAN FTA despite bilateral trade progress
The Jakarta Post, Ruth Dea Juwita, 9 September 2026

The Search for Emerging Middle Powers: ASEAN-TUrkiye Relations
Fulcrum, Sharon Seah and lan Storey, 3 September 2026

Can Singapore be the ‘natural choice’ to bridge Asean and Central Asia?
South China Morning Post, Kolette Lim, 2 September 2026

Energy

Long-term renewable enerqgy policies accelerating in Asean as a result of Iran war: report
Business Times, 25 September 2026

Asean’s nuclear choices, geopolitical consequences
Eco-Business, Mahadi Sugiono, 10 September 2026

From Bottlenecks to Breakthroughs: Embedding High Integrity into ASEAN Carbon Markets
Fulcrum, Renard Siew, 9 September 2026

Powering up ASEAN’s energy pledges
East Asia Forum, Irvan Tengku Harja, 5 September 2026

After the Gulf Crisis: Rethinking ASEAN Energy Security through Regional Grid Governance
Fulcrum, Kaho Yu and Jinseok Sung, 2 September 2026

Artificial Intelligence

Which ASEAN equity laggards could soon become leaders?
The Jakarta Post, Manishi Raychaudhuri, 22 September 2026

Chinese Data Centers Will Shape ASEAN’s Al Norms
The Diplomat, Hadley Spadaccini, 21 September 2026

Will Southeast Asia Actually Benefit From Its Al Boom?
The Diplomat, Gerald Mako, 16 September 2026
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https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/09/11/from-trust-to-kizuna-20-years-of-japan-asean-integration-fund
https://www.thejakartapost.com/business/2026/09/09/european-businesses-want-asean-fta-despite-bilateral-trade-progress
https://fulcrum.sg/article/commentaries/the-search-for-emerging-middle-powers-asean-turkiye-relations/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3366145/can-singapore-be-natural-choice-bridge-asean-and-central-asia
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/esg/long-term-renewable-energy-policies-accelerating-asean-result-iran-war-report
https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/aseans-nuclear-choices-geopolitical-consequences/
https://fulcrum.sg/article/commentaries/from-bottlenecks-to-breakthroughs-embedding-high-integrity-into-asean-carbon-markets/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2026/09/05/powering-up-aseans-energy-pledges/
https://fulcrum.sg/article/aseanfocus/after-the-gulf-crisis-rethinking-asean-energy-security-through-regional-grid-governance/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2026/09/22/which-asean-equity-laggards-could-soon-become-leaders
https://thediplomat.com/2026/09/chinese-data-centers-will-shape-aseans-ai-norms/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/09/will-southeast-asia-actually-benefit-from-its-ai-boom/
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ASEAN Economic Community

Chang: Asean needs SOP for space sector
The Star, 29 September 2026

ASEAN: From ‘Circumvention Export Hub’ to ‘Value Creation Hub’
The Diplomat, Sukegawa Seiya, 23 September 2026

World Bank sets three priorities to drive ASEAN productivity
The Nation, 23 September 2026

Why ASEAN'’s coming digital economy trade agreement deserves your attention
Fortune, Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., 23 September 2026

ASEAN eyes signing of digital economy pact at November Manila summit
Nikkei Asian Review, 22 September 2026

The Return of the Trump Tariffs: How Will Southeast Asian Firms Respond?
Fulcrum, Jayant Menon, 18 September 2026

Why ASEAN’s digital future will depend on trust, not just tech
World Economic Forum, Stephan Mergenthaler and Sandy Chong, 15 September 2026

ASEAN Digital Economy Outlook 2026
World Economic Forum, 14 September 2026

ASEAN+3 Fiscal Developments Remain Resilient Amid Continued Energy-Shock Uncertainty
AMRO, 3 September 2026

Alleviating the Rise of Non-tariff Barriers in ASEAN
RSIS Commentary, Ang Siah Hwee, 1 September 2026

ASEAN Consumer Data Protection in E-Commerce
Journal of Consumer Policy, Yujie Cai, September 2026 (Issue)
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https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2026/09/29/chang-asean-needs-sop-for-space-sector
https://thediplomat.com/2026/09/asean-from-circumvention-export-hub-to-value-creation-hub/
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40071398
https://fortune.com/2026/09/23/asean-defa-digital-economy-jon-huntsman/
https://asia.nikkei.com/economy/asean-eyes-signing-of-digital-economy-pact-at-november-manila-summit2
https://fulcrum.sg/article/commentaries/the-return-of-the-trump-tariffs-how-will-southeast-asian-firms-respond/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/digital-trust-and-safety/asean-digital-future-trust/
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_ASEAN_Digital_Economy_Outlook_2026.pdf
https://www.amro-asia.org/asean3-fiscal-developments-remain-resilient-amid-continued-energy-shock-uncertainty
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/alleviating-the-rise-of-non-tariff-barriers-in-asean/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10603-026-09630-8#article-info
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